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Green Business Initiative 
 

• The goals of the program include:  
 
 
• To market members who are proactively engaging in green 

business practices and operations.  
• To serve as an environmental public policy conduit between 

business and other interested organizations.  
• To increase awareness of the economic growth opportunities 

related to the emerging green economy.  
• To connect existing green-focused organizations with other 

businesses to promote best practices with sustainable business 
models.  

 
 
 
 



Green Business Initiative 
 

• Have to be a Chamber member 
 

• 40 points in 5 categories, 50 employees or less, $50 fee 
• 60 points in all 7 categories, more than 50 employees, $150 
 
• 1) Energy Conservation 2) Purchasing 3) Recycling 4) 

Transportation 5) Social Capital 6) Waste Prevention 7) Water 
Conservation 
 

• Approved by Green Business Committee for 2 year terms 
 







Green Tier Legacy Community 

• Recognition for cities that go beyond mere environ. compliance 
• Preferential status on grants and principal DNR loan forgiveness 
• Technical resource team, POC, and network with signatories 
• Baseline, Pick Strategy Options, Monitoring, Annual Report, 

quarterly meetings 
• Opportunities w/ GT Businesses (Phillips Plastic, HTI, Cortec, etc.) 

 
 

http://www.lwm-info.org/


The Natural Step 

Source: 
Planning for 
Sustainability 
A Starter Guide. 
TNS Canada 



Green Team 





Sustainability plan 
 

Make certain that principles of 
sustainability in the Eau Claire area are 

followed to improve our quality of life by 
meeting present environmental, 

economic, and social needs without 
compromising the ability of future 

generations to do the same. 
 





• Goal of 25% by 2025 
• 25x25 Plan w/County & Altoona 
• 18%+ (mostly comes from Xcel Energy) 

 
• Using Geothermal wells at Water Plant 

 
• Anaerobic digestion at WWTP 

• Methane captured in generators to co-
power the plant 

• $200,000 savings/yr. past 30 years 
• 30% estimated increase with future 

upgrades (new boilers, generators, 
digester cover, heat recovery) 
 

 

Renewable Energy 





Sky Park Landfill Solar Project 



Community Based Solar? 





-Fairfax Swimming Pool  
Solar H2O project 



Energy Efficiency 
• $500k Energy Performance Contract project 

results in $75,000/yr. guaranteed savings 
• Envelope improvements, control/ventilation 

upgrades, lighting retrofits, & steam trap repairs 
• LED traffic signals 
• WI trust fund loan and the annual savings used 

to pay back the loan 
• Focus on Energy rebates at $40,000 

 
• EECBG Program $655K + $448K funding 

• Improvements at Hobbs Ice Arena and City Hall 







Lighting Ordinance 



Climate Change 





Employee Commuter Survey 





Local Food Security 
• Farmers Market 
• Community Gardens 
• Bonus for downtown grocery 
• Ag. Pres. via Inter-governmental 

Agreements/Sub-Area Plans 



Environmental Preservation 









Managing Waste 
• Waste Reduction 
• Recycling 
• Composting 
• Construction &  
    Demo Waste 





City Recycling 



Veolia’s Composting 
Site 

City’s 
Jeffer’s Rd. 
Brush Site 



City Eco-purchasing policy 



Strong & Healthy  
Community 
• Safe Routes to School 
• Health Chapter - 2012 

• Built environment health 
impacts on people  

• Cultural Chapter - 2013 
• Good Life Plan 





City’s Wellness programs 
• Weight watchers, spin, 

yoga & boot camp 
• Prevention lowers heath 

insurance costs 
• 2,225+ lbs. lost 
• 25% quit smoking 
• 20% drop for at-risk 

diabetes & heart attack 
• Productivity gains & 

camaraderie built 



Sustainable Development 
• Planned Developments/Traditional  
 Neighborhood development zoning 
• New C-3 Mixed Use zoning ordinance 
• Phoenix Park mixed use 
• Redevelopment districts (West Bank & south confluence) 
• Water Street Plan for more density 
• Encouraging greener buildings 

• LEED, Green Globes, etc. 
• Housing Department’s Assistance  
• CDBG / Infill lot program 
• Intergovernmental/Sub-Area planning 

 



Green Buildings 

Flynn Elementary 



Green Buildings – Hobbs Ice Arena 
• High performance lighting 
• Low-Emissivity ceilings 
• Low-E coated windows 
• Waste-heat recovery 
• Recycled finished products 
• Waste recycled: wood, metal, drywall 

and plumbing scraps 
 



Green Buildings 



Case Study - Phoenix Park 
 

 
 









Balanced Transportation 
• Midwest High Speed Rail & Gateway Commuter Rail 
• Bus Transit & Transit Oriented Development 
• UWEC Clean Commute 
• Eau Claire Bus Station redevelopment 
• Regional Transit Authority – (Repealed) 
• Complete Streets – bike and ped. friendly 
• Enhance Trail network (25+ miles now) 





The National Bike Challenge 
 

• This free program runs May 1 to August 31  
 
• Miles logged by City Employees:  11,633  

• (Equals riding from Eau Claire to Los Angeles, 6 times!) 
• Calories burned by City Employees: 130,118 

 
• As a community Eau Claire is also excelling in the challenge: 

• Miles logged by all citizens of the City of Eau Claire:   
31,131 

• Calories burned by citizens of the City of Eau Claire: 
575,010 

 



High Bridge Trail –  
Summer 2013 



Bio-diesel blending project 



Anti-idling Policy 
• 200 fleet vehicles 
• 400,000 gallons 
• $100,000 savings 
• GPS monitoring 

 
 

14,500.00 

25,000.00 

Anti-idling Savings  

Unleaded
Diesel



www.eauclairewi.gov/green 
 
 

http://www.eauclairewi.gov/green


Ned Noel 
Associate Planner 
715-839-4914 
ned.noel@eauclairewi.gov 

mailto:ned.noel@eauclairewi.gov
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