
 

 
 

Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans With Disabilities Act  
that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in accessible location or  

format must contact the ADA Coordinator for the City of Eau Claire, at 839-4921 or at  
203 South Farwell Street by 2:00 PM the Monday prior to the meeting so that  

any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request." 
 

 

Waterways and Parks Commission 
Agenda 

5:30 p.m., June 26th, 2024 
City of Eau Claire 

North Conference Room – City Hall 
  
 

1. Call to Order  
 

2. Roll Call  
 

3. Reading and approval of minutes of the past meeting on Wednesday, May 22nd, 2024. 
 

4. Open Public Comment Period for Items that do not appear on this Agenda 
a. The public comment period will be for 20 minutes. Each speaker shall be permitted no more 

than 3 minutes to speak and shall only speak once per session. 
 

5. Business Agenda Items  
a. Recommendation for approval of the proposed 2025 - 2029 Capital Improvement Plan 

Presentation by Steve Plaza, Parks Manager and Corey Lee, Budget Analyst 
b. Recommendation for approval of a Public Art Application for a mural near the Chippewa River 

 
6. Discussion and Direction 

a. Announcements 
i. Continuation of the discussion on graffiti at Mt Simon  

 
b. Future Agenda Items 

 
7. Adjournment 

 
________________________________________ 
  Ellen Faulkner, Chairperson 

c: News Media 
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Waterways and Parks Commission 
Minutes 

5:30 p.m., May 22nd, 2024 
City of Eau Claire 

North Conference Room – City Hall 
  
 

1. Call to Order by Chairperson Faulkner at 5:31 pm 
 

2. Roll Call  
Members Present: Christopher Johnson, Don Wisner, Ellen Faulkner, Mark Stanley, Erin LaFaive, 
Megan Holmes, Gina Keenan, Joe Maurer 
Members Absent: Clara Serrano, Meredith Ball, Aaron Brewster 
Staff Present: Steve Plaza, Al Rinka, John Lofgren, Lindsay Jerry 
Others Present: Andrejs Lazda, Craig Menning, Mary McManus, Willi Cheney 

 
3. Reading and approval of minutes of the past meeting on Wednesday, April 24th, 2024. 

Motion to approve by Commissioner Johnson, the motion was seconded Commissioner Stanley. 
The minutes pass with no amendments.  

 
4. Open Public Comment Period for Items that do not appear on this Agenda 

a. The public comment period will be for 20 minutes. Each speaker shall be permitted no more 
than 3 minutes to speak and shall only speak once per session. 
 

5. Business Agenda Items  
a. Recommendation for approval of street vacation of a portion of Cedar Street  

Presentation by Al Rinka, Deputy City Engineer.  
i. An adjacent land owner has petitioned the city to vacate a section of Cedar Street so 

that his business can utilize the lot. A twenty-five foot wide easement would connect 
the end of Cedar Street to the Half Moon Lake Trail, which will run from Madison 
Street to Roosevelt Elementary School.  
 
The Commission asked questions of staff: 
What is the benefit to the city? Per Al Rinka, the city would like to encourage business 
development. The property would be maintained better, and the city would get taxes 
on it. The petitioner would get what he needs, and because of the existing utility 
easement and planned trail easement, the space would remain undeveloped. It is 
currently used as a truck turnaround. Vacating the lot would allow the business to 
continue use of the space without encroaching on city property. 
How far is the buffer that the business owner can’t build on? Al Rinka estimated 
twenty feet. 
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The Commission noted that the area is zoned residential. 
What was the Neighborhood Association’s opinion? Per Al Rinka, they needed more 
information before they were willing to approve it. 

ii. Commissioner LaFaive moves to recommend against vacation of that portion of Cedar 
Street, Commissioner Wisner seconds the motion. Seven Commissioners vote to 
recommend against, with Commissioner Holmes abstaining.  
 
 

6. Discussion and Direction 
a. Announcements 

i. Discussion on graffiti at Mt Simon  
Per Commissioner Holmes, Nick Meyer, owner of Volume One and Chippewa River 
Trolley Company, approached her about potentially including this part of Mount Simon 
Park when Chippewa River Trolley Company partners with Beaver Creek Reserve for the 
Urban Nature Adventure Tour. The location is scenic, but has graffiti and litter. 
Per Steve Plaza, there has been paint on the rocks at the “Top of the World,” the bluffs 
at upper Mount Simon Park, for a long time. There are two ways to clean sandstone. 
Sand-blasting it would deface the rock, and graffiti remover chemicals would require 
the rocks to be power washed.  
Commissioner LaFaive offered to consult a geologist at UWEC. 
Commissioner Maurer offered to connect with a landscape maintenance company. 
 

ii. Update from the Friends of the Eau Claire Wells group 
Presentation on the City’s agreement with CORBA regarding a trail system at the City 
Well Site by Andrejs Lazda, Founder of Friends of the Wells and member of CORBA. 
Mr. Lazda outlined the proposed compromise themes from the Friends of the Wells 
Group, including accounting for resident privacy, limiting the impact on the ecosystem 
with no trails on the slope, and hosting no large events like races or clinics at the City 
Well Site. The Friends of the Wells is asking for the city to limit the number of trails and 
bring them down off of the slope, and is not looking for detailed involvement. 
 
Additional presentation by Craig Menning, member of Friends of the Wells, on the 
sandy soil composition at the Well Site, with materials prepared by John Dunn. The 
presentation focused on the area’s geological potential for erosion.  
 
Per Mr. Plaza, before trail development happens on the Wells Site, Friends of the Wells 
will see the plan. 
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b. Future Agenda Items 
i. CIP Program 

 
7. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Holmes, seconded by Commissioner Johnson. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:00 pm. 
 

________________________________________ 
  Ellen Faulkner, Chairperson 

c: News Media 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Capital Improvement Plan 
 

To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  June 26, 2024 
 
From:  Steve Plaza 
 
Description:  2024-2024 Capital Improvement Plan 
 
Location: N/A 
 
Background: The proposed Capital Improvement Plan is a five-year plan created with 
careful planning by the City staff.  When adopted, a capital improvement plan is used to 
direct ongoing capital investments to achieve strategic goals of the City.     
 
Justification: A capital project is deemed as such when the end project holds a value 
of at least $5000 and possesses a useful life of greater than one year: Below is a list of 
proposed 2025 CIP Project: 
 
 Project Name    Year  Amount Allocated  
 
Half Moon Lake Endothall Treatment  2025  $100,000 
Half Moon Lake Alum Treatment   2025  $60,000 
Playground Replacement    2025  $250,000 
Sport Court Replacement    2025  $70,000 
Carson Park Baseball Facility   2025  $4,000,000 
Mt. Simon Playground    2025  $150,000 
 
Proposed Motion: I move that the 2025-2029 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 
presented as the document on file in the Office of the City Clerk and open to public 
inspection during normal business hours, is recommended for approval by the 
Waterways and Parks Commission.  
 
Proposed Location: Various 
Facilities Features: See Above 
Storm Water: N/A 
City of Eau Claire Park and Open Space Master Plan: Yes  
City Comprehensive Plan: Yes 
Financial: CIP Budgeted 
LAWCON: N/A 
 



 

 
 MEMORANDUM COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT  
 
Date: June 26, 2024 
 
To: City of Eau Claire - Plan Commission  
 
From: Steven Plaza: Parks, Forestry & Cemetery Manager 
 
Subject: 2025-2029 Capital Improvement Plan Review & Recommendation 
 
 
 
 
The proposed 2025-2029 Capital Improvement Plan is available online here for your review. 
 
 
 
The responsibility of the Waterways and Parks Commission is to determine that the CIP is 
consistent with the Waterways and Parks plans. 
 
A motion to declare the projects consistent with the City of Eau Claire Waterway Plan and the 
Parks Plan will be placed on the agenda for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Steven Plaza 
Parks, Forestry & Cemetery Manager



 

 













































MOTION 
 
 

 

I move that the 2025 - 2029 Capital Improvement Plan, 

presented as the document on file in the Office of the City Clerk and 

open to public inspection during normal business hours, is 

recommended for approval by the Waterways and Parks 

Commission. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion made by:  _______________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________  
 
Seconded by:  _________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________  
 
 
June 26, 2024 
 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Public Art Application – Grand Ave Plaza 
 

To:  Waterways and Park Commission Members  
 
Date:  June 26, 2024 
 
From:  Steve Plaza, Parks, Forestry, Cemetery, Buildings and Grounds Manager  
 
Description:  Accept Public Art Application for Riverside Parking Deck 
 
Location: Exterior wall on Riverside Parking Deck  
 
Background: Julie Pangallo of the Sculptures Tours is working with Visit Eau Claire to 
create a mural on the exterior wall of the Riverside Parking Deck.  Julie has met all the 
requirements of the Public Art Application and is seeking the WWPC approval prior to 
going to the Eau Claire City Council for final approval.  
 
Justification: This mural would be in addition to other murals that we placed on the wall 
in 2023.  It would be painted directly onto the exterior wall and not on a sheet of 
plywood like the other murals.  
 
Proposed Motion: I motion that we accept the proposed Public Art Application from 
Julie Pangallo to paint a mural on the exterior wall of the Riverside Parking Deck 
 
Proposed Location: Riverside Parking Deck adjacent to the Chippewa River Trail  
 
Facilities Features: Mural on parking deck   
 
Financial: None – Artist will take care of all the cost and prep the wall of the parking 
deck  
 
 
Attachments:   Application 
  Design of Mural  
 



Community Services Department  ●  910 Forest Street Eau Claire, WI 54703  ●  Phone: 715-839-4649 
Fax: 715-839-1693  ●  Email: communityservices@eauclairewi.gov  ●  Website: www.eauclairewi.gov/pr 

CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
PUBLIC ART PERMIT APPLICATION  

See Chapter 9.76.230 for details regarding definition of public art. 
APPLICANT/ARTIST INFORMATION 

Name:                                                                          Email: 

Address:                                                                                         City/State/Zip: 

Home Phone:                                                                                Cell Phone: 

PROPOSED PROJECT INFORMATION (Attach additional sheet, if necessary) 
 New Public Art Proposal                                        Public Art Proposal Renewal  (Date Originally Approved:                       ) 
Project Title:  Proposed Location(s): 

Description of Art Project: 

Scope/Dimensions/Length of Time Requested: 

List of Materials to be Used: 

Site Requirements (living trees, bushes, the river, etc.): 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED (Attach to application) 
 Site plan of the development, which includes at least one of the following: 

o Orientation of the Public Art 
o Distance in measurement between the Public Art and public streets 
o Locations of trees and shrubbery 

 Sample, model, photographs or drawings of the proposed Public Art 

 Written statement by the artist declaring the valuation of the Public Art 

 Certificate of Liability Insurance ($1,000,000) that names the city as an additional insured 

AGREEMENT 
The applicant must agree to comply with each of the following terms as consideration for issuance of a Public Art Permit 
with the City of Eau Claire. The application will not be accepted unless the applicant agrees to these terms by initialing 
each of them.  

  ______________ The art shall not constitute a public nuisance. 

   ______________ The applicant agrees that the art shall be repainted or reapplied within 60 days of written notice by 
the city, at applicant’s sole expense. 

   ______________ The city may remove, alter, reconstruct or relocate any public art, or require the applicant to do so, 
as it may deem necessary at the time and at the applicant’s sole expense. 

   ______________ The applicant acknowledges that if approved, any public art needs to be reapproved or removed at 
the end of the term.  

   ______________ The applicant has reviewed Chapter 9.76.230 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Eau Claire 
and agrees to abide by those regulations. 

   ______________ The applicant acknowledges that the City shall not be liable or responsible for any loss, damage, or 
injury to any property of the artist resulting from any cause whatsoever, including but not limited 
to theft and vandalism.  

   ______________ The applicant agrees to hold harmless and indemnify the City of Eau Claire, its officers, agents, and 
employees for any and all types of claims, actions, or expenses arising from the art caused by 
construction, operation or maintenance of such public art; and agrees to defend the City, its 
officers, agents and employees, at no cost to the City should any claim or action be asserted. 

Your signature below indicates that you have read the foregoing application, know the content thereof and state that the 
same is true and correct to the best of your knowledge.  
   

Signature  Date 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date Application Submitted:  

Waterways & Parks Commission Recommendation:  Date: 

City Council Approval Status: Date: 

Permit Start Date: Permit End Date: 
 

Eau Claire Sculpture Tour
128 Graham Ave. Ste. 234

julie@sculpturetour.org
Eau Claire, WI 54701

715-492-3240

Christy Skuban Memorial Mural Riverside Parking Deck (Graham & Gray)
Colorful, geometric, abstract mural designed by Tommy Rada and Christy Skuban

Around 12 ft x 8ft, painted directly onto parking ramp side, July or August for completion
Paint, primer, brushes/rollers, drop cloth 

Just the wall space

$5,000

JP

JP

JP

JP

JP

JP

JP

06/18/2024

Attached
Attached

Attached







SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE

THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE

INSURER F :
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If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement.  A statement on

this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
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PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Mt. Simon Park – Top of the World Sandstone Formation 
 

To:  Waterways and Park Commission Members  
 
Date:  June 26, 2024 
 
From:  Steve Plaza, Parks, Forestry, Cemetery, Buildings and Grounds Manager  
 
Description:  Discussion – Mt. Simon Sandstone Maintenance   
 
Location: Upper Mt. Simon Park – Top of the World outlook    
 
Background: Waterways and Parks Commission Chairperson Ellen Faulkner 
requested to revisit the topic of the paint on the sandstone bluffs at Upper Mt. Simon 
Park 
 
Justification: Chairperson Faulkner would be interested in working with a small group 
to discuss the paint on the sandstone, including how to influence the artists to value the 
place differently.   
 
Proposed Motion: Discussion Only – no action needed  
 
Proposed Location: Mt. Simon Park – Top of the World Trail 
 
Facilities Features: Footpath and Sandstone Formation  
 
Financial: Operational Budget  
 
Attachment: Pictures of the site   

 
 

 


