
 

 
 

Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans With Disabilities Act  
that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in accessible location or  

format must contact the ADA Coordinator for the City of Eau Claire, at 839-4921 or at  
203 South Farwell Street by 2:00 PM the Monday prior to the meeting so that  

any necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request." 
 

 

  
 

  
 
  

  
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Roll Call  
 

3. Reading and approval of minutes of the past meeting on Wednesday, October 26th, 2022. 
 

4. Open Public Comment Period for Items that do not appear on this Agenda 
 

5. Business Agenda Items 
a. 2023 Waterways and Parks Commission board member review 
b. Eagle Scout Project Mt. Simon Park  
c. Presentation by Forestry Supervisor Matthew Staudenmaier on Forestry Operations 
d. CORBA Well Site Agreement review and vote  
 

6. Discussion and Direction 
a. Announcements 
b. Future Agenda Items 

 
7. Adjournment 

________________________________________ 
  Ellen Faulkner, Chairperson 

c: News Media 

Waterways and Parks  Commission
  Agenda
  7:00 p.m.,  January 25th,  2023
  City of Eau Claire
North Conference Room  –  City Hall
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Waterways and Parks Commission 
Minutes 

7:00 p.m., October 26th, 2022 
City of Eau Claire 

City Council Chambers – City Hall 
 
 

1. Call to Order by Chairperson Faulkner at 7:01PM 
 

2. Roll Call  
Members Present: Jessica Schoen, Meredith Ball, Christopher Johnson, Ellen Faulkner, Kirk Dahl, 
Joe Maurer, Gina Keenan 
Members Absent: Megan Holmes, Charlotte Hudgins, Kate Felton, Emily Anderson 
Staff Present: Steve Plaza, Christien Huppert, Lindsay Jerry, Lane Berg, Matthew Staudenmaier, 
Corey Tietz, Stephanie Hirsch 
Others Present: Joel Mikelson, Bill Berg, Christine Schaaf 

 
3. Reading and approval of minutes of the past meeting on Wednesday, September 28th, 2022. 

Commissioner Dahl requests wording be adjusted from retention pond to detention pond. Motion 
to approve by Commissioner Ball, seconded by Commissioner Johnson. All votes in favor, minutes 
approved with correction. 

 
4. Open Public Comment Period for Items that do not appear on this Agenda 

The city of Eau Claire is working to put together a Zoom option, and is asking all of the boards and 
commissions to make a recommendation to City Council. Commissioner Ball moved to approve the 
recommendation for a Zoom option, seconded by Commissioner Johnson. All votes in favor, and 
none opposed.  

5. Business Agenda Items 
a. Presentation by Parks and Forestry Manager Steven Plaza regarding the proposed boardwalk at 
Half Moon Lake 

i. The proposed trail would connect Rod and Gun Park to Carson Park, improving upon 
the existing footpath, which is currently not ADA accessible and is unusable when wet. 
On September 14th, the City of Eau Claire Parks and Engineering Departments held a 
public input meeting.  

•Nearby neighborhood Associations from Buffington, Shawtown, and Randall Park 
neighborhoods were invited to attend.  
• A member of the public requested consensus among the approximately 50 people 
present, and by show of hands, roughly 75% were in favor of the trail, 20% wanted only 
the alternate route, and 5% were opposed to the trail. 

ii. Public feedback from that meeting led to a reduction in trail width, from 10 feet to 8 feet 
wide. An alternate route was also added by Parkridge Drive. Presentation by Christien  
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Huppert regarding construction, trail permitting, and DNR insight about the logistics of the newly 
revised trail proposal, illustrated by the updated Half Moon Lake Trail map. 

• Proposed is a 2,700 foot long, 8 foot wide trail, consisting of composite or HDPE board 
where it crosses through wetlands. Boardwalk sections of the trail would be placed on 
footings, with guardrails acting as bumpers. The path would remain unplowed in the 
winter months for snowshoeing. There are no deed restrictions on the property, and the 
trail improvement is in the Capital Improvement Project budget. 
• The Department of Natural Resources has done a wetland review as well as an 
endangered resource review. The wetland review reflects that a lot of the proposed trail is 
not wetland area. The green line of trail on the map goes through uplands where the soils 
don’t support wetland species. The white line is predominantly upland, with the blue line 
and the yellow loop being identified as wetland enough to necessitate a boardwalk. The 
endangered resource review recommended a preferred construction season for the 
project, and suggested installation of an exclusion fence for the benefit of the turtles.        

iii. Discussion commenced among commissioners on trail maintenance, construction 
methods, and intended use.  
•Boardwalk trails are the recommended path through wetlands. The boardwalk concept 
allows for adjustments to the trail for any erosion. A two-year provision to adjust for any 
settling would be included in the plan.  
•Composite material is resilient to moss and designed not to be slippery. Building code 
requires railings where the trail is high, and bumpers where there are no railings. 
Depending on the manufacturer, corners can be prefabricated or cut to go around trees. 
•The trail would not be fully plowed in winter, but left open for activities. The city would 
plow for an additional five-minute stretch beyond the dam access path to allow bike 
access to Parkridge Drive. 
•The purpose of the boardwalk is to create accessibility to nature in the existing footprint 
of an already in-use footpath. With public input, the width of the trail was reduced to 
eight feet, which means that cyclists would need to walk their bikes along the boardwalk. 
The proposed boardwalk meets ADA requirements, and would provide a good alternative 
to crossing the intersection at Clairemont Avenue and Menomonie Street for bike and foot 
traffic. 

iv.  Discussion was opened to the public for questions or comments. 
 • Joel Mikelson stated that his mother sold the land along the red line of the map to the 
city in 1987, with the agreement that the land remain undisturbed forever. He opposes the 
boardwalk because of this, and because in June and July there will be turtles nesting near 
the lake. He expressed support for a ten-foot wide trail near Parkridge Drive instead of the 
proposed trail. 
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• Bill Berg expressed that the trail to Parkridge Drive would offer a good 
alternative to the busy intersection at Menomonie Street and Clairemont 
Avenue. Mr. Berg pointed out that the location of the gate at the 
northernmost point of the trail could present a challenge. He expressed 
support of the trail and maintaining the wooded area, which is currently 
home to a number of invasive species, and is not pristine.  

• Christine Schaaf opposes the trail construction on the grounds that all of the 
other city trails are ADA compliant, and that the part of the path illustrated in 
red on the map has been undisturbed for decades. Ms. Schaaf suggested that 
other neighborhoods have requested trails and could use the funds.        

v. •Motion made by Commissioner Johnson to accept the initial trail  
• In discussion, it was found that the initial trail proposal did not include the green section 
on the map. Commissioner Schoen recommended an amendment to include the green 
section of trail connecting the trail to Parkridge Drive. 
• Motion to approve the trail including the connection to Park Ridge Drive by 
Commissioner Johnson, seconded by Commissioner Dahl. All votes in favor, none opposed. 
The motion to recommend passes as amended, and advances to City Council. 

6. Discussion and Direction 
a. Announcements 

Video featuring Eau Claire trees wins Midwest Emmy’s https://fb.watch/7CjxYPv02W/ 
b. Future Agenda Items 

 
7. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn by Commissioner Maurer, seconded by Commissioner Johnson. Meeting 
adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 

________________________________________ 
  Ellen Faulkner, Chairperson 

c: News Media 



Agenda Item Wording 
Due Date

Packet Material Due 
Date

Posted on Web Site Meeting Date

January 18 January 19 January 20 January 25
February 15 February 16 February 17 February 22

March 15 March 16 March 17 March 22
April 19 April 20 April 21 April 26
May 17 May 18 May 19 May 24
June 21 June 22 June 23 June 28
July 19 July 20 July 21 July 26

August 16 August 17 August 18 August 23
September 20 September 21 September 22 September 27

October 18 October 19 October 20 October 25
November  29 November 30 December 1 December 6

*All dates are subject 
to change

2023 Waterways and Parks Commission Meeting Dates



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Eagle Scout Project – Lifejacket Station located at Mt. Simon 
adjacent to the Launch Ramp    

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission  
 
Date:  January 25, 2023 
 
From:  Steve Plaza, Parks, Forestry, Cemetery, Buildings and Grounds Manager  
 
Description:  Construct a Life Jacket Station in Mt. Simon Park  
 
Location: Mt. Simon Launch Ramp  
 
Background: Ty Jacobs is working toward his Eagle Scout project and proposes 
constructing a Lifejacket Station adjacent to the Launch Ramp in Mt. Simon Park.  
These lifejacket stations are located at launch ramps throughout the state, and currently 
we have three in our city’s Parks system.  Half Moon Beach, Braun’s Bay and Riverview 
Park all have these stations adjacent to the water. 
 
Justification: These stations provide a place where people can place lifejackets so 
users can borrow them. Many people donate jackets to these bins when family 
members outgrow them or they’re no longer needed. 
 
Proposed Motion: I motion we authorize Ty Jacobs to construct a Lifejacket Station in 
Mt. Simon Park adjacent to the Launch Ramp to help complete his Eagle Scout Project.   
 
Proposed Location: West side of Half Moon Lake on city owned land between the 
YMCA Tennis Center and Rod and Gun Park 
 
Facilities Features: Lifejacket Station 
 
Financial: None  
 

 
 



 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Forestry Operation Overview     
 

To:  Waterways and Park Commission Members  
 
Date:  January 25, 2023 
 
From:  Steve Plaza, Parks, Forestry, Cemetery, Buildings and Grounds Manager  
 
Description:  Overview of Operations of our Forestry Department   
 
Location: Throughout the City of Eau Claire   
 
Background: Our City Forestry Supervisor Matt Staudenmaier will present an overview 
of our Forestry Operations.  He will discuss our Boulevard Tree removal program, 
Jeffers Brush Site Operation and the overall health of our Urban Forest.  This is for 
information only and no action will be needed. 
 
Justification: Information Only 
 
Proposed Motion: Information Only 
 
Proposed Location: City of Eau Claire 
 
Facilities Features: Forestry Division  
 
Financial: Budgeted amount  
 

 
 

 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Agreement with CORBA to create trails in the City Wells Site     
 

To:  Waterways and Park Commission Members  
 
Date:  January 25, 2023 
 
From:  Steve Plaza, Parks, Forestry, Cemetery, Buildings and Grounds Manager  
 
Description:  Enter into an agreement with CORBA (Community Outdoor Recreation 
Benefiting All) to create and manage off road bike and running trails on the City’s Well 
Site.   
 
Location: City’s Well Site – Water Treatment Building 
 
Background: Members of CORBA approach City Staff last fall to enter into an 
agreement to create and manage off road bicycle and running trails. They have applied 
for and received a 2022 Trail Accelerator Grant form IMBA (International Mountain Bike 
Association) https://www.imba.com/press-release/2022-trail-accelerator-grant-
recipients.  We have discussed this with the Utilities Division and they are in favor of this 
project moving forward.  
 
The City already has an agreement with CORBA to develop and maintain trails in 
Northwest Park which is working out for both parties.  
 
 
Justification: To promote off road biking and running in conjunction with CORBA’s 
help. 
 
Proposed Motion: I motion we authorize approved the Agreement with CORBA to 
move onto the City Council for final approval.  
 
Proposed Location: City Well Site -Water Treatment Plant Property  
 
Facilities Features: Off road trails for bikes, runners and walkers  
 
Financial: CORBA will be developing and maintain trails  
 

 
 

 


















