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              CITY MANAGER UPDATE TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
       
 
 

In This Update: 

• From the City Manager: Airport Drill, Net New Growth, Council Opportunities 

• Employee Spotlight 

• Council Calendar 

• Updates from: Engineering, Community Services, Finance, Community Development 
 
From the City Manager: Here are a few updates from this week… 
 
Airport Drill: The Airport recently conducted training (see attached press release), and a Council 
Member wrote to confirm that PFAS foam is no longer used in training. Airport Director Charity Zich 
confirmed that: “Firefighting foam is only used for emergencies at the airport and will not be used for 
the training exercise.” Director Zich went on to say that the only firefighting foam currently approved 
by the FAA for use on aircraft fires contains PFAS. The DNR has informed the City that if there is a need 
to apply foam containing PFAS, there is an immediate remediation of contaminated soil thus 
minimizing impacts.  
 
Given the possibility of an impact, even with remediation, Director Zich said that the military has taken 
the lead on finding a replacement firefighting foam and hopes to have an approved replacement by 
January 2023. She said: “As soon as a new spec is approved by the FAA, we will proceed as quickly as 
possible with eliminating the PFAS containing foam from this airport.” All other airports will be 
simultaneously trying to achieve this same result, though, so there may be supply chain challenges.  
 
Director Zich referred people to an FAQ on the airport’s website. PFAS Site Investigation FAQ | Airport 
News | Eau Claire County (chippewavalleyairport.com) 
 
Net New Growth: The City’s Net New Construction number is now official, as listed here: 2022 Net 
New Construction Report (wi.gov). Our 2021 NNC looks to me to be the highest for any of the larger 
communities. Other larger communities that have high growth include: Mukwonago, Ashwaubenon, 
Harrison, Fitchburg, Pleasant Prairie, Greenville, Grafton, Stevens Point, Janesville, Hudson, New 
Richmond, River Falls, Sussex, Germantown, Lisbon, and Hartland. As mentioned in a Council meeting, 
it would be good if we had a real-time estimate of what our current net new growth generating rate is, 
so that with each permit pulled and each development agreement signed, we know how projects will 
contribute to 2022’s NNC number (which impacts our budget for 2024). Also, it would be great if we 
had the time and bandwidth to reach out to these high NNC communities to assemble a list of best 
practices. Council VP Berge has been studying the topic as part of her League work, and we look 
forward to hearing what she learns in terms of best practices as well. 

https://www.chippewavalleyairport.com/Home/Components/News/News/1869/2797
https://www.chippewavalleyairport.com/Home/Components/News/News/1869/2797
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/SLFReportsassessor/nnc-2022.pdf
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/SLFReportsassessor/nnc-2022.pdf
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Council Opportunities: Just a reminder that there are a number of opportunities for you to learn more 
about and join in on the activities of the City in the next few weeks: 
 

• Library Tour: Join City staff for a behind-the-scenes sneak peek 
tour of the Library! The tours will occur between 8/23 and 8/31. 
Library staff are working very hard this month to prepare the 
Library for its opening. Sign up here for a 45-minute tour: 
Employee & Council Member Library Tour  

• League of Wisconsin Municipalities Conference: President Weld 
indicated that each year some Council Members attend the 
annual LWM Conference. This year’s will be held in La Crosse on 
October 19-21. Please let me know if you hope to attend so that 
we can determine a budget for all attendees and make sure to 
work out travel approvals. 

• Brush Site: Emily Berge has expressed an interest in a brush site 
tour. Let me know if anyone else would like to join! 

• Landfill Open House: On Thursday, 9/8, 11AM-2PM, Seven Mile 
Landfill will host an open house. Their invitation reads: “Join us for our Open House, with lunch 
and informational tours of our landfill and compost facility.” 

• Swearing-In Ceremony: Council Members are invited to the Eau Claire Police 
Department’s Swearing-In Ceremony for Officer Janari Glover on Friday, September 9 at 
8:30AM, in the County Board Room. Please let me know if you’d like to attend. 

 
Employee Spotlight: Here’s our next spotlight! (Highlight someone using this form: Spotlight Form).  
 
Today we are spotlighting Rebecca Draeger!  
 
One of Rebecca’s co-workers said this about Rebecca: 
“Rebecca is a ray of sunshine for the City. Her 
friendliness, above-and-beyond work ethic, and her 
willingness to always lend a helping hand does not go 
unnoticed.” 
 
Here’s a little bit more about Rebecca: 

• Position: “I am the Administrative Associate II for 
the Engineering Department and I have been with 
the City coming up on 3 ½ years.” 

• What people may not know: “One thing most 
people don’t know about me is that I am a Type 1 
Diabetic of 12 years, and I am the only one in my 
family with it.” 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5a929a7ffc07-library
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TSlc6Btz4TDuha2D0x91kzLHA070y6M5TjzR5Rdn-b4/viewform?ts=62ac8a51&edit_requested=true
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• Favorite Activity: “My family and I love sports, even more specifically we love football. You will find us 
watching the Packers all football season and, if we aren’t at the Badger game in person, we will be 
watching it! Our two kiddos enjoy yelling ‘Go Pack Go’ when they see football is on.” 

• Best part about working for the City: “It may seem cliché, but the honest truth is I LOVE the team. I love 
my direct team in Engineering that I see each and every day. They are truly remarkable and hardworking 
individuals that I am blessed to work with. I love our entire City workforce also. I get to work with and 
get to know so many people in our workforce being in Engineering that I truly love what our people have 
to offer to our City, and I am thankful for them each day. My job wouldn’t be as easy as it is without 
everyone else!” 

• Life philosophy: “I feel like I have many, but in life and in work I often say ‘Be the Change that you want 
to see.’” 

• Rebecca also says: “I truly mean what I say about what I love about the City. I wouldn’t be half of me 
without all of the employees at the City. It’s truly a team effort each and every day, and even if I don’t 
work with people on a regular basis, I am thankful for them being here working with us because even 
just the loss of one person impacts us all on many different levels.”  

 
Council Calendar 

• Monday, August 22: Regular Council Public Hearing/Discussion night  

• Tuesday, August 23: Regular Council Meeting 
→ Wednesday, August 31st: Final deadline for ballot question 

→ Tuesday, September 20th, DOR certifies percent change in Consumer Price Index 

• Monday, September 12: Regular Council Public Hearing/Discussion night (unless no items) 

• Tuesday, September 13: Regular Council Meeting 

• Monday, September 25: Regular Council Public Hearing/Discussion night (unless no items) 

• Tuesday, September 26: Regular Council Meeting 

o Possible check-in between City Manager and Council 

→ Saturday, October 1st: City Council receives 2023 Proposed Operating Budget 

• Tuesday, October 4th: Operating Budget work session #1 

• Monday, October 10th:  

o Public Hearing on the Proposed 2023-2027 Capital Improvement Planning Budget 

o First Public Hearing on the Proposed 2023 Operating Budget 

• Tuesday, October 11th: Operating Budget work session #2 

• Tuesday, October 18th: Operating Budget work session #3 

• Tuesday, October 25th: Operating Budget work session – amendment discussion 
→ Tuesday, November 8th: General Election, with referendum ballot question 

• TBD in November:  

o Budget amendments due 

o Second Public Hearing on 2023 Proposed Operating Budget 

o City Council action on 2023-2027 Capital Improvement Planning Budget 

o City Council action on 2023 Proposed Operating Budget 
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o City Council action on levy 

 
Additional Dates 

• Employee and Council Member Library Tour: Between 8/23 and 8/31. Sign up here.  

• Labor Day (City Offices Closed): Monday, 9/5 

• Landfill Open House: Thursday, 9/8 

• Swearing-In Ceremony for Officer Janari Glover: Friday, 9/9 

• City Bus Tour: Dates in September and October. Please let me or Alia Johnson 
(alia.johnson@eauclairewi.gov) know if you’d like to join in on a tour, if space is available. 

 
Engineering Updates 
 
Oxford Avenue - Street Closure Update: Engineering staff met on-site with local business owners, 
developers, and the 
contractor regarding 
the staging and 
closing of Oxford 
Avenue. The 
contractor will be 
revising the 
construction layout 
and operations 
related to when the 
crane work needs to 
be completed. The 
contractor proposed 
revised hours of 
construction to reduce 
the street closure 
timeframe from what 
originally was 
proposed at the August 9th City Council meeting. The contractor will plan to work four 10-hour days, 
Monday through Thursday, to allow no closure on Fridays of Oxford Avenue. The new proposed 
encroachment will also allow the southbound and northbound lanes on Oxford Avenue to open up at 
5:30PM during the weekdays. (See above for the new traffic control layout for Oxford) 
 
To start the project, the contractor will stage all equipment in the west parking lane and on-site. This 
encroachment has administratively been approved by Engineering due to the time frame being less 
than 90-days. Look for construction to start in the coming weeks along Oxford Avenue. 
 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ba5a929a7ffc07-library
mailto:alia.johnson@eauclairewi.gov
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2022 Capital Improvement Projects:  Here are updates on projects underway or reaching completion: 
 
Eddy Lane and Omaha Street: The Eddy Lane and Omaha 
Street projects are wrapping up. In the next couple of 
weeks, you'll see the surface pavement being placed, 
restoration completed, signage installed, and pavement 
markings placed. Both projects are expected to be 
complete in time for the start of school. To the right is a 
photo from excavation occurring on Eddy Lane, where 
private utilities were suspended while storm water 
utilities were being installed. 
 
Jeffers Road: Starting this week on Jeffers Road, the 
detour was set, and Jeffers Road was closed from County 
Line Road south to Green Park Drive. Traffic can still 
access the brush site, the community gardens, and Jeffers 
Park from the south, using STH 312 and going 
northbound Jeffers Road. The contractor is currently 
working on water and storm water utility work. 
 
Mill and Overlay: The final two mill and overlay projects, 
East Hamilton Avenue and Mercury Avenue, are 
underway as well, with paving expected on Thursday, August 24th.  
 
Other Projects: Other construction projects in progress are: Marston Avenue, South Dewey Street, 
Folsom Street, Second Street, Belview Avenue and Maple Street. 
 
Community Services Update: 
 
Parks: Work on Boyd Park is underway this 
week. Parks staff worked with 
Engineering, Streets, and Utilities to 
prepare the site for a new skate feature 
and playground. Spohn Ranch will begin 
construction of the skate features the 
week of August 22nd, and they expect to 
take approximately eight weeks to 
complete that element. The new 
playground will be placed in early 
September and should take about two 
weeks to finish.    
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Utilities: Water usage has dropped thanks to the cooler, rainy weather which has relieved some strain 
on the Water Treatment Plant operations. Utility Division employees are still keeping very busy with 
the many ongoing construction projects in the City. They have also completed tank inspections at 
Oakwood and Folsom towers that are required by the Department of Natural Resources.  
 
Transit: Here are some Transit updates… 

• Retirement: Transit Manager Tom Wagener has announced his plan to retire on October 27th, 
2022. The recruitment for a successive Transit Manager is underway with a planned overlap for 
transition. We will share more about Tom’s awesome work with Transit in weeks to come prior 
to the start of his well-earned retirement.  

• Transfer Center: The sixth pour of eight major 
concrete pours at the Transfer Center site has 
been scheduled for August 26th.  

• Ridership: Weekday Average Ridership was 1,227 
for August. This is up 16% from August 2021 
(1,059) and down 35% from the pre-pandemic 
August 2019 (1,874). Average Fare Box weekday 
revenues for August is $271. Revenues are down 
7% from August 2021 ($292) and down 48 
percent from the August 2019 average ($523). 

 
Streets: Here are some Streets updates… 

• ROADeo: Streets Supervisor Cory Tietz has been 
working with the Eau Claire County Highway 
Department planning a City vs. County Snow 
Plow ROADeo on September 20-21 in Carson 
Park. An obstacle course will be set up in the 
parking lot at Carson to simulate plowing 
situations. Operators from the City and County 
will compete for the best score.   

• Police Interceptor: A new, unmarked police 
interceptor went into service on Wednesday 
August 17th. This unit will be used by Deputy 
Chief Derek Thomas.  

• Zero Turn Mower: The fleet took delivery of a 
new zero turn mower this past week. Safety 
lighting is being installed and the mower will be 
put into service the week of August 22nd. 
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Finance Update: 
 
Handling Appeals from Large Commercial and Manufacturing Companies: Our Assessing Department, 
along with our Board of Review, continues to process appeals from large commercial and 
manufacturing properties in Eau Claire. Most recently, Nestle Healthcare location at 1200 Nestle Ave 
filed an appeal. Nestle/Gerber has appealed their assessed values quite frequently. Menards, Walmart, 
Sam’s, Scheels, Festival Grocers, Sears, Hobby Lobby, and others appeal on an annual basis as well. 
Nestle is valued by the State DOR as they are a manufacturing company, and the DOR issues 
manufacturing real estate classification decisions. The City took a more serious role in 2009 when 
Nestle appealed to the Court of Appeals. We assigned outside counsel, like what we intend to do with 
these, and worked collaboratively with the DOR. The decision was beneficial, as it stated the DOR used 
reasonable and correct methodologies to value the properties. Case information is here: 
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/wi-court-of-appeals/1501222.html Protecting the assessed value of our 
commercial properties is important work. These suits have the potential to heavily shift the tax burden 
onto our residential and small business classes. The Leader Telegram shared an opinion piece on the 
repeated practice of large companies filing appeals as a matter of course today, though there’s no clear 
solution without legislative change at the State level. The piece is attached as well as linked. 
 
Community Development Update: 
 
S-Bridge Obtains National Landmark Status: The Soo Line Railroad Bridge, or more commonly known 
as the S-Bridge, was recently included on the National Register of Historic Places. The Minneapolis, St. 
Paul and Sault Ste. Marie (Soo Line) Railroad once had freight and passenger depots and a roundhouse 
with turntable on the south bank of the Eau Claire River. The S-shaped alignment was needed to 
smoothen out sharp curves to transverse the river, connecting these facilities with the railroad’s main 
track on the north bank. 
 
The unusual bridge is recognized as significant 
in American engineering. Erected in 1910 by 
the Minneapolis Steel and Machinery 
Company, it replaced an earlier S-shaped 
wood bridge. It is composed of five spans and 
has a total length of 442 feet. The central 
three spans are steel, riveted, Warren deck 
trusses. Each is 100 feet long. The Warren 
truss, patented in England by James Warren 
and Theobald Willoughby Monsani, consists of 
diagonal members, alternately placed in 
tension and compression, forming a W 
pattern. The flanking steel deck girder 
approach spans are each 69.5 feet long. The 
bridge deck is approximately 12 feet wide. The 

https://caselaw.findlaw.com/wi-court-of-appeals/1501222.html
https://www.leadertelegram.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-there-must-be-a-better-way/article_23e522bb-ecab-53d2-ad69-a4395ae82b7e.html
https://www.leadertelegram.com/opinion/editorials/our-view-there-must-be-a-better-way/article_23e522bb-ecab-53d2-ad69-a4395ae82b7e.html
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Warren deck trusses rest on four, rectangular concrete piers. Each pier sits on a broader, rectangular 
concrete foundation. Massive wooden timbers, measuring approximately seven inches by 17 inches, 
support the wooden planks that form the deck.   
 
In 2002, the City of Eau Claire converted the S-Bridge for pedestrian use and a historic marker was 
placed. Design considerations were made to not eliminate it from National Register eligibility. 
Deteriorating concrete was removed from the piers, and each pier was encased in reinforced concrete. 
Existing timber ties were repositioned and covered with wooden planks. Timber guardrails run along 
both sides of the bridge. The bridge was designated as a local landmark in 2016 and has now obtained 
national status. Pictured below is an aerial of U.S. Rubber Plant with Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. 1941, 
Chippewa Valley Museum Collection, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
 
 
 
 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

CONTACT:  
Charity Zich 
Chippewa Valley Regional Airport 
715-839-6241 
charity.zich@chippewavalleyairport.com 
www.chippewavalleyairport.com 

Airport Disaster Drill Scheduled for August 17 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin, August 16, 2022 –   On Wednesday, August 17 emergency response 
personnel will take part in a mock airport disaster drill.  The disaster drill will start around 
5:00 PM on Wednesday and wrap up around 7:30 PM Wednesday evening.   
 
During this event, citizens may notice increased emergency activity in the area including 
response personnel and emergency vehicles with warning lights activated.  As this is a 
planned and coordinated training event, the public should not call 9-1-1 to report or ask 
about an incident at the airport. Additionally, no one should stop on nearby roads as that 
will impact normal traffic flow as well as impede emergency crews that are in the area for 
this training. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.   
 
This drill is in an effort to better prepare our community for a mass casualty incident 
involving an aircraft.  The drill is a combined effort of multiple organizes including fire, 
EMS, law enforcement and emergency management. This disaster drill will be conducted 
with safety officers assigned during all phases and with a focus on identifying areas in need 
of improvement with regards to coordination and resource allocation.   
 
Media interested in doing a story on the training or exercise should contact Charity Zich, 
Airport Director, at 715-839-6241 or charity.zich@chippewavalleyairport.com prior to 2 pm 
on Wednesday.  
 
About the Chippewa Valley Regional Airport – The Chippewa Valley Regional Airport is 
an FAA certified commercial service airport located in Eau Claire, WI. Businesses at the 
airport offer commercial service flights, on-demand charter flights, emergency medical 
transportation, flight instruction, aircraft rental, aircraft maintenance, car rentals, and a full-
service restaurant. Learn more at www.chippewavalleyairport.com. 
 

- END -  

http://www.chippewavalleyairport.com/
mailto:charity.zich@chippewavalleyairport.com
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Aug 4, 2022

Don Huebscher

Just as autumn follows summer, we again are burdened by the annual legal challenges of local property tax bills

by major retailers.

Walmart, Scheel’s and Sam’s Club are the latest to sue the city, according to the July 27 Leader-Telegram. The

outcome of these challenges could be significant to the retailers and local taxpayers. If the retailers win, the

millions of dollars in lost property taxes must be made up by the rest of us, or local services must be cut to

balance the books.
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For years, many large retailers in Eau Claire and around the state have claimed that they should be taxed as if their

stores were vacant; it’s called the “dark store” argument.

Their evidence is obvious. With e-commerce growing steadily, selling a shuttered brick-and-mortar store isn’t easy.

In Eau Claire, we need only look at the former Sears, Mega East and Shopko stores for proof. Also, the former local

Kmart sat idle for years before Hy-Vee bought the site and started from scratch.

But there’s a big hole in the “dark store” argument that the state Legislature should fix. Namely, we should treat

shuttered stores differently from operating stores for tax purposes.

This makes sense for obvious reasons. After Kmart or Shopko closed, those companies’ officials no longer cared if

the roads were plowed or patched. They no longer needed police to patrol their neighborhoods or deal with

shoplifters or cashiers with sticky fingers. They no longer needed courtrooms to prosecute such offenders. They

didn’t care if the local school system produced employees with the skills needed to help them flourish.

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBd1Nj0j2Yqf3JtKfgrAPkqKpuAG0stGZa6Cnw9_HELaQHxABINWJkxZgyc7Sjfyk_BWgAaW4gesDyAECqQLEg3PXo1SqPuACAKgDAcgDCKoExANP0CzGq2FaKqCeOroQeTXTD8os_zfIbscIJpT0v2J6_PSmw_mFBV7ZvAocQXcTFXSPM2Cbi5bl3PN96cVJ1FxIyfheN09Q18Gg6NWqPoF53wQnKTB7N4TbE6UaWeHcArac_8I1H0Ztw0ScXAqf2tgvEL_SYbqXSwI9MDsnv-UZ31h5R53kOcAFTFiqspsjr702ZJNatdCG29_7EF9jUUHaJBdZNm_SfbiMC8eMgtSIpU0qiM8uyEmMYZMno_7aN6QXm5iadaHMVFgKI0R2HPh-OFVH51MYlaDUj6QGXwgseV0gXu__yRzQ9GRSqsGMw91paBjCaKyRzowoB8rX0_9NbhtrbYD8I7rQFaCEeExraRGz9ZbREEqpmdltESKEGzJjlAGgHtG6qL_r_0MXclPU-Lo5uZm_L7q2rugqHEULGnL0vXOoHvaPlsbcqz1GC8ozHEsv7TTn45SAVLM0MWLZKaQCcpQNBoXDAj7cyviKXPI3jGb2rTZvsJiG0UDlsyYMs3X-k42BBugoBCKgTeLR3fMLRcWDVA7c3rvY-bwh1UmdUzIMXswRS51Mx3HnA2BKgk6jryePUvbf_n0izjeMO6u37cAE15C2jfcD4AQBkAYBoAYCgAfDx_4UiAcBkAcCqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAdIIEggAEAIYDTIBADoHn8CAgICABPIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tNjcwMDY5NTMxMDczMzY2NrEJvVFb545guIaACgOYCwHICwG4DAHYEwPQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAMSeQClSFh3zq1_5zn385Q-lVkXHJ9-8Tt_uMoj3BBVRjj_2iitUTCLYq9wd4P9Q5TAwlnAm4ep11Kjm-0KGOeAsLh5ljpDRdRgZdx2HzKPwHCohklz6F3EyTb0clkUaWH3lnoqMrgFGOfCNnLkeYHuF7pYNermCDqL39A&sig=AOD64_1eAcW4vr0Tum0PXrM9Q3xgHI1_6A&client=ca-pub-4807561457669996&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://bindy.com/products/retail-audit/%3Forigin%3Dgoogle-ad%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw9NeXBhAMEiwAbaY4ll7VK4garjkbbw33r_clhaX0jRVGp-BGsPqW5H-jculBOrVfsnv2NBoCYMwQAvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AS7gl4JcKXRk_c1DKWkkrPKy_Da7JVAFgrmVwD8gBaPfZIOoBExiNCG7v8r7nqV6neLaI_zxEdFt79v8DJxq1LZbIRIq7iaEaeSPx391qOSO2v8UieTYbNqgDJENJ1vHY9t1M9c7FASLDQRh3BT4DIo1VlT_1J7GWx6-RLbLs9ZZyp7qolxwKoAeryeRbn3tnPQD_DxnDvn7_u__eZQB5DEl3FBTEWLHU75xjCMCt3x-CeB-hzHjely6ww8QnrKCBoID5rQBtyWv25I98U-kYBnGG2bv1rMHysuUW3MQpXuM5dB7QZEoZ9yzLKCtqCdGb6CLkQEfgLVAGxTkUCBulAJOWpswBk8bepsIDw5CIPORoW68OvEFw2QeUDcAYtSkef4wLaX53g1h0_RWva5tqHuuX4TjaFpgJbu8R05PmHVqdQQaxuzkSbfIyspwAFApH1GRPRPqfdG8nlZRrn7E6NqW2y1pIr5KYTpX4o-Y8gWcAOPWpW6HJNly8qByWd9KbWTa-s3DnL-zBuL0fRxEo8H7JRWWaVid1xZtxUxL9AhfgiUnOSeJPOWMPBNZQ58yHhz8--NpAY2ypmrqYzrhIiYlC_mP6k6sEyjzqKQAZ0DcNoxtb8TIeoTBzr91zJZEEAxQKmObchnzVPOJRGqvK7ufLLmGcVgwdWz_sm8OIJTqaYmF4WGDJ1fcU7wAtAe0LWkLV3gn_yNDQZZsv0eenB3nV4GemuqjTptbXCM_EEWACTHp7JRc818NAsOElIsMqtNA6NF19AD7kJsR1EmtI-OVfgUn0y3_RIcex2DeZUXQdfC5_m83zI4K-PH0wLVgnzpVTrFGSBCvMBm9H1gNJkbKFeNnqxSyarjl8bVrWOePHbwjp4h4M8rN1u2ESIgLa8CO7emn_W_BW-VlLFPMnaOGLeUYUTpejC6nd7vI1mXbZUvvjYqUJPqwmv2ZkIfAjU1Qrxn1JteSlAf6q9JiFRQKoWd6odarNpc59dGrzY-bf0bqcUosbWfAAxDodwXB2bpqjgfSIqM-92Lci70lJ-9yDRYW1Zn5NR0OdjjPPd4IXGgnasissxLuEqPbRKhfXpktw4JCbyHxLKsVWND_qc21tRWxaXP3QhyekaoEC2Q2Q-fQ8NAjdOk-VdyptaUhaQcwTtUKKcgktUEysvIWPAW3--SYcn6XkON_bw-iF93vmq3VZPLhBx2lJ-Yn8j_wsAD0EWnT9_-R5rcGNPHbRxxN2H5_MGXIVBKM0dO-fTpipczvnhIJn3KESRlUbdZOKk-3o2cNJXhZnllR2h5MCZiUg9gY6LAN8y_xtZezZQjc7q_iL7PewAifc4nuL2YmqF1bUDZkeKlnmVex3n2zlsHQ7LdLfBQpWime1NWdMVjJJ5RbRcO-atIlOYYtreQwEiqc7SAA-5NvDap1QnSlRZNTcAV69EHf3LThkdro1JXQjWCoidZ4mMhLIQroMjPy4xhU_0j64sZXUe0N-9qxpWT7U8_ONqQNhYTSXwe4-7MKJjeBshpQ0g7KX3G0kg2Xp0o1C_IUJMKxAW6UnhZyCzrD5dxB7qak8fxCypGEFoAaGwNdy5Mmm-JVUsrZ1zfAjiYGYLM6vZ1X-3h3a7V4HANuT5lExFW_9NipYQcxJ-PAJmW8lJDKNTEa-cFV3eUvx6c7m-3c255KVb7bV5foLd8I8c9yuH6v4NXvujQmnu4KNtnNjTcM9n7JIOSWQdRhSty8MSpRmvMcLW--63HmkafyYX4Lorb4obThkBou9ZvbvW6mEKWjFeI0cifAyaz_Cbg1C07Qx6InOoUcBbpcDfjFijDfZ6T6VDMICCqx7tmbv4dvZQ-pBY8qyGWZnQdKdaNcEHeALkVm9bWbxwYdrgptIZv8NPqIpZIYADnjavyDY_XhZJVbxkmL9tpJLNqfGPdbMMbaUb21z6oXT5QLQyRaeT9cvpfZCS1Oe0J7uMOv5RIUlZtm3zMqFFVGWZEYlDthivAqD7zUG_sJmuYIXvku4MbKmCNXw_QzykboHNyVYURU5FweN_Lfkt36fShh0DHD7Wl2iVpAGs5s37KcwPczsVVlHtpuxj-LnwThv74HFwN9HBUNQQaOpALvaEI4BbEWG4XpaXi3BA
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Conversely, stores that operate in our community need all of these things. To tax them as if they don’t is unfair to

the rest of us.

Also, most if not all large retailers came to our city with help from tax increment financing, or TIF. With TIF districts,

the city pays up front for public improvements such as streets, sewers, lighting, site preparation, etc., to help lure

the business. Over time, the new property taxes generated by the business pay off the initial public investment.

When the TIF district costs are paid off, the property taxes generated by the business help fund local schools, city,

county and tech college services.

However, losing millions of dollars a year from the repayment schedule adds to the life of the TIF district and over

time leaves millions less for the aforementioned entities and creates a tax shift from commercial to residential

property taxpayers.

There’s proof that a shuttered store deserves a huge tax break because they are difficult to unload, unlike most

homes, that if cared for can be sold at a profit, often quite quickly. And as noted, vacant stores require few public

services.

But taxing an operating business as if it’s closed is ridiculous. These companies clearly benefit from clear roads,

police, fire and paramedic services, courts, public schools, etc. It’s time the Legislature awakes from its election-

year-long vacation and settles this matter once and for all.

Yeah, like that’s gonna happen.

Huebscher, former Leader-Telegram editor, lives in Eau Claire.
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1.  Name of Property  
 
historic name: Soo Line Railroad Bridge  
other names/site number: S-Bridge, AHI # 41867  
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street & number: Spans the Eau Claire River connecting Galloway Street on the north 
and Gibson Street on the south 

 N/A not for publication 

city or town: City of Eau Claire  N/A vicinity 
state Wisconsin code WI county Eau Claire  code  035 zip code  

 
 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
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7. Description  
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(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 
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Other: Deck Truss  Walls:           None       
                          
      roof                None  
 other                 
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(Enter categories from instructions) 
 
Engineering  
      
      
      
      
      
 
 
Period of Significance 
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1910 
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N/A 
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N/A 
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Minneapolis Steel Company  
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3                 
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INTRODUCTION  
 
The Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie Railroad (Soo Line) Bridge is a steel Warren deck truss 
located in the city of Eau Claire, Eau Claire County. Erected in 1910 by the Minneapolis Steel and 
Machinery Company, the S-Bridge, as it was called, carried the Soo Line across the Eau Claire River.1 
The Soo Line abandoned the S-Bridge in 1991, and it has carried pedestrians since 2002.  
 
DESCRIPTION  
 
The S-Bridge crosses the Eau Claire River at Galloway (north) and Gibson (south) streets. To the north 
is the former Uniroyal Plant, now Banberry Place, a mix use facility of retail, residential apartments 
and industry space. The central business district and residential areas are found to the south. 
 
The S-Bridge is composed of five spans and has a total length of 442 feet. The bridge crosses between 
tracks that run parallel on either side of the Eau Claire River. The spans were laid out with an S-bend 
in order to soften the sharp curves that would otherwise be needed to connect the parallel tracks.   
 
The central three spans are steel, riveted, Warren deck trusses. Each is 100 feet long. The flanking, 
steel deck girder approach spans are each 69.5 feet long. The bridge deck is approximately 12 feet 
wide. The Warren deck trusses rest on four, rectangular concrete piers. Each pier sits on a broader, 
rectangular concrete foundation. Massive wooden timbers, measuring approximately 7 inches by 17 
inches, support the wooden planks that form the deck. Timber guardrails run along both sides of the 
bridge.  
 
ALTERATIONS 
 
In 2002, the city of Eau Claire converted the S-Bridge for pedestrian use. Deteriorating concrete was 
removed from the piers, and each pier was encased in reinforced concrete. Existing timber ties were 
repositioned and covered with wooden planks. The current guardrail was also installed at this time. 

                                                           
1 As indicated by the historical marker on the bridge.  
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SUMMARY 
  
The Soo Line Railroad Bridge (S-Bridge) is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion C, in engineering, as a good example of a Warren deck truss bridge. Its S-shaped curve, an 
unusual design element, enhances its significance. It was built by the Minneapolis Machinery 
Company in 1910 and retains a high degree of integrity. The period of significance coincides with the 
date of construction, 1910. 
 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT: THE CITY OF EAU CLAIRE  
 
Its location at the confluence of the Eau Claire and Chippewa Rivers, as well as the surrounding 
plentiful forests, made Eau Claire a major contributor to the logging industry of Wisconsin in the 
middle and later half of the 19th century. Settlement began in the 1840’s and depended on the growing 
lumber industry for growth and development. Lumber companies arrived in the area in the 1850’s, 
spurring growth in Eau Claire and the surrounding communities.2  
 
Three small settlements grew up near the sawmills, separated by the rivers. The village of Eau Claire 
was located south of the Eau Claire River and west of the Chippewa River; Eau Claire City was 
located south of the Eau Claire and east of the Chippewa; and North Eau Claire was north of the Eau 
Claire River and east of the Chippewa. In 1856, plats for the Village of Eau Claire and Eau Claire City 
were recorded, and Eau Claire County was separated from Chippewa County. The village of Eau 
Claire was made county seat. In 1861, the population of the three settlements was 3,164.3 Following 
the Civil War, many Norwegian immigrants settled in Eau Claire, adding to an ethnic base of 
Germans, Irish, Canadians, and Yankees. By this time, a fourth community had developed in the area. 
West Eau Claire was located north of the Eau Claire River and west of the Chippewa River. When Eau 
Claire incorporated as a city in 1872, the new city included what has been West Eau Claire, as well as 
the former communities of Eau Claire, Eau Claire City, and North Eau Claire. The population in 1880 
was 9,771. By 1885, the booming lumber industry had caused the population to swell to 21,668, 
making Eau Claire the second-largest city in Wisconsin.  
 
After an initial failed attempt in 1857, the railroad came to Eau Claire in August of 1870.4 The line 
through Eau Claire ran from Warrens, near Tomah, to St. Paul and connected the communities of 
Fairchild, August, Rodell, Fall Creek, and Eau Claire. The line was then known as the West Wisconsin 
                                                           
2 Orry Walz, “Beginnings of a Community: Eau Claire, Wisconsin, 1860-1880,” June 1985, 1. 
3 Mary Taylor, “Intensive Historical/Architectural Survey of Eau Claire, Wisconsin,” prepared for the City of Eau Claire 
(March 1983), 6-7.  
4 Taylor, 48.  
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Railway. The arrival of the railroads especially pleased the local mill owners, many of which were 
instrumental in bringing the lines to the city. This new form of transportation in the area allowed the 
lumber companies to exploit new timber resources and develop new markets. In the following years 
the city would acquire additional railroad connections to neighboring towns and cities.  
 
The lumber industry reached its height in the 1880’s with its decline evident by the 1890’s. The city’s 
population fell twenty percent in response, dropping to 17,415 in 1890. Eau Claire’s business 
community moved into wood-products manufacturing, with such enterprise as the Pioneer Furniture 
Company (1887), the Phoenix Furniture Company (1899), the Dells Pulp and Paper Company (1894), 
the Linderman Box and Veneer Company (1895) and the Kaiser Lumber Company Box Factory 
(1905). These concerns helped stabilize Eau Claire’s population.5 After the turn of the century the 
manufacturing trend continued and non-lumber related industries such as the Gillette Safety Tire 
Company (Uniroyal) and the Northwestern Steel and Iron Works, which later became the National 
Pressure Cooker Company (now National Presto Industries) opened plants in Eau Claire. At the same 
time Eau Claire emerged as a major regional center for west central Wisconsin. Providing trade and 
service facilities for the surrounding predominately rural counties, the city also houses important 
governmental and educational functions in particular the creation of the state normal school in 1909 
later to become the University of Wisconsin- Eau Claire campus.  Eau Claire’s population, which 
hovered around 17,500 from 1890 to 1910, began to grow again in the 1910s. In 1940, the population 
of Eau Claire was 30,745. It reached 44,619 in 1970.6 Today the city of Eau Claire is a community 
with more than 68,000 people.  
 
The area along the Eau Claire River where the S-Bridge was constructed was originally owned and 
operated by the Wisconsin Central Railroad. When Wisconsin Central acquired the Chippewa Falls 
and Western Railway, which gave them access to Eau Claire from Chippewa Falls, it was this area that 
was scouted in the summer of 1890 as the spot along the “narrow ledge of land above the south bank of 
the Eau Claire River” chosen to further their railroad line.7 Because the main track was located on the 
north side of the river, the railroad needed to construct a bridge to access the south side. In the fall a s-
shaped wooden bridge utilizing the Howe truss design was built. In 1909 the Soo Line Railroad signed 
a 99-year lease with the Wisconsin Central Railroad and in 1910 the Minneapolis Steel and Machinery 
Company replaced the wooden bridge with the present structure.  
 
The Minneapolis Steel and Machinery Company (MS&MC) was organized in 1902 by J.L Record, O.P 
Briggs and E. A. Merrill, L.S. Gillette and his brother R.P all having manufacturing experience in the 
                                                           
5 Taylor, 8-9.  
6 Taylor, 9.  
7 Larry Easton, “The Wisconsin Central in Eau Claire,” The Soo, Summer 2007, 23.  
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Minneapolis area.8 In its early years MS&MC manufactured engines, boilers, mining and mill 
machinery and operated one of the largest grey iron foundry and structural steel shops in the 
Northwest. One third of the plant was devoted to architectural and structural steel which fabricated 
steel frames for buildings, railway and highway bridges to name a few.9 Minneapolis Steel would later 
merge with the Minneapolis Threshing Machine Company and the Moline Plow Company for form the 
Minneapolis-Moline Company, a large tractor and machinery producer.  
 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The railroad companies adapted truss bridge designs to carry trains with heavy loads of freight. The 
Warren truss, patented in England by James Warren and Theobald Willoughby Monsani and consists 
of diagonal members, alternately placed in tension and compression, forming a W pattern.10 A search 
of the Wisconsin Historical Society Architectural Inventory for railroad Warren, deck truss bridges 
resulted in ten results including the S-Bridge. Of these ten, it appears that four of these results have 
been demolished. Of the remaining the S-bridge is the only bridge in the inventory that features it’s a 
“S” shaped curve. The S-Bridge is a good and intact example of this vanishing resource. Its S-shaped 
form is unusual, enhancing its significance. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
8 Chester Peterson Jr., and Rod Beemer, Minneapolis-Moline Farm Tractors. (Osceola, WI: MBI Publishing Company, 
2000), 19.  
9 “Twin City Steel Products,” Pioneer Productions, last modified 2010, accessed February 25, 2018, 
http://twincitytractors.tripod.com/steel.htm.  
10 Cleary, 130.  

http://twincitytractors.tripod.com/steel.htm
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Verbal Boundary Description: 
 
The Soo Line Railroad Bridge is located at the crossing of the Eau Claire River between Galloway 
Street and Gibson Street in the City of Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, T27N, R9W, in section 20.  
 
The Soo Line Railroad Bridge boundary is delineated by a by the polygon whose vertices are marked 
by the following UTM reference points: A:15, 619152 4963466, B: 15 619168 4963462, C: 15 619048 
4963350, D: 15 619031 4963356. The nomination is limited to the deck and supporting structure of 
the bridge as well as its approaches.  
 
Boundary Justification: 
 
The historic boundary includes the resources associated with the Soo Line Bridge which were 
delineated to encompass the bridge and approach spans and the appropriate setting.  
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Name of Property: Soo Line Railroad Bridge 
City: Eau Claire 
County: Eau Claire 
State: Wisconsin 
Name of Photographer: Megan Beer-Pemberton, Rachel Lange, Rachel Lavender, Kendall O’Neal, 
Maxx Handel 
Date of Photographs: Spring 2017, Fall 2017 
Location of Original Digital Files: Wisconsin State Historical Society  
 
WI_Eau Claire County_Soo Line Railroad Bridge_0001 
West façade, camera facing southeast.  
 
WI_Eau Claire County_Soo Line Railroad Bridge_0002 
West façade, camera facing east. 
 
WI_Eau Claire County_Soo Line Railroad Bridge_0003 
North end of bridge, camera facing southeast.  
 
WI_Eau Claire County_Soo Line Railroad Bridge_0004 
South end of bridge, camera facing northeast.  
 
WI_Eau Claire County_Soo Line Railroad Bridge_0005 
Closeup of west façade, camera facing southeast.  
 
WI_Eau Claire County_Soo Line Railroad Bridge_0006 
Closeup of the west façade, camera facing south.  
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Figure 1: Soo Line Railroad Bridge, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, USGS Map with UTM Reference.  
 
Figure 2: Site map  
 
Figure 3: Soo Line Railroad Bridge, February 28, 1972, Photographed by Stan Miller, Chippewa 
Valley Museum Collection, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
 
Figure 4:  Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. unknown, Chippewa Valley Museum Collection, Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. 
 
Figure 5: Figure 1: Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. unknown, Chippewa Valley Museum Collection, Eau 
Claire, Wisconsin. 
 
Figure 6: Aerial of U.S. Rubber plan with Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. 1941, Chippewa Valley 
Museum Collection, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
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Figure 1: Soo Line Railway Bridge, Eau Claire, Wisconsin, USGS Map with UTM Reference 
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Figure 2: Site Map 
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Figure 3: Soo Line Railroad Bridge, February 28, 1972, Photographed by Stan Miller, Chippewa Valley Museum 
Collection, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
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Figure 4: Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. unknown, Chippewa Valley Museum Collection, Eau Claire, Wisconsin. 
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Figure 5: Figure 2: Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. unknown, Chippewa Valley Museum Collection, Eau Claire, 
Wisconsin. 

 



Form 10-900-a 
 
Wisconsin Word Processing Format (Approved 1/92) 
 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
 

  
Section    figures     Page   7   Soo Line Railroad Bridge 
 Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin 
 
  

 
Figure 6: Aerial of U.S. Rubber plan with Soo Line Railroad Bridge, ca. 1941, Chippewa Valley Museum Collection, 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin.  
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