Eau C/alre Christian Bell, Fire Chief

216 S. Dewey Street

Fire Department Eau Claire, Wl 54701
MEDIA RELEASE

07/20/22 Battalion Chief Joe Kelly
DATE: CONTACT:

14:45hrs 715-839-5013
DISPATCH TIME: PHONE #:

22-5534 2
INCIDENT NO.: # PAGES:

LOCATION: Dewey Street Bridge

INCIDENT TYPE: O Fire @ Water/lceOHazardous Materials O Mass Casualty O Other
ALARMS: @ 1°t Alarm O 2" Alarm O Special Call O MABAS

ENGINE/TRUCK(S) RESPONDING: 4 RESCUE/MEDICAL VEHICLE(S) RESPONDING: 1
COMMAND VEHICLE: 2 PERSONNEL RESPONDING: 17

INJURIES: Civilian: O Firefighter: 1

TRANSPORTED BY AMBULANCE: O Yes (#: ) @ No WHERE TRANSPORTED: N/A

FATALITIES: Ovest: ) (@®)no

EVACUATION: OYes @No Comments:

RELOCATION: OYes @No Comments:

mutuaLAD: () Given () Received (® na

BUSINESS NAME:
Occupant:
Name:
Address:

Phone:



Eau C/alre Christian Bell, Fire Chief

216 S. Dewey Street

Fire Department Eau Claire, Wl 54701
Property Owner:
Name:
Address:
Phone:
STRUCTURE TYPE: AREA OF ORIGIN:

UNDER INVESTIGATION: @ Yes O No BY WHOM:

PROBABLE CAUSE:

DAMAGE ESTIMATE: $
(structure and contents)

NARRATIVE:

At 14:45hrs, the Eau Claire Fire Department and the Eau Claire Police Department were dispatched to the Dewey Street bridge for
a water rescue. It was reported that 4 tubers were clinging to a tree on the South side of the Eau Claire River upstream of the
Dewey Street bridge. Police officers and fire personnel arrived to find 4 teenagers holding onto a tree in the river. None of the tuber
were wearing personnel floatation devices (PFD). Fire and police crews were able to get PFD's and ropes to the victims. Fire
personnel donned swift water rescue suits and worked their way to the victims in the water. 3 of the victims were pulled to the
shoreline by crews and one victim floated down to a fire department rescue boat. All victims were safely rescued with only minor
bumps and bruises. One fire fighter received minor injuries when a rock fell off the steep shore line and struck him on the head,
shoulders and back. The Eau Claire Fire Department would like to remind tubers and all water enthusiast that although the local

rivers look calm and shallow, please realize that they can be very dangerous especially near trees and brush that have fallen into
the river.
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