
City of Eau Claire 
Waterways and Parks Commission 

Wednesday, August 28, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

Conference Room – Central Maintenance Facility 
 

 
Agenda 

 

I. Approval of minutes from the June 26, 2019 meeting. 
 

II. New Business 
 

a. Updated picture of commission (Pat Ivory) 
b. Recommendation to approve vacation of a portion of Newton 

Street, from Wilcox Street to the Chippewa River (Dave 

Solberg) 
c. Information only:  Discussion of future meeting location (Jeff 

Pippenger) 
 

III. 2019 Special Events list (Information only) 
 

IV. Director’s Report (Information only) 
 

V. Adjournment 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Please call the Community Services Office 

(715-839-4649) if you cannot attend this meeting! 
 

"Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans With Disabilities 
Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in accessible location or 
format must contact the ADA Coordinator for the City of Eau Claire, at 839-4921 or at 

203 South Farwell Street by 2:00 PM the Monday prior to the meeting so that any 
necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request." 

 

 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
WATERWAYS AND PARKS COMMISSION 

(Meeting Minutes) 

 
June 26, 2019 

 
Members Present: Joshua Miller, Tom Fiedler, Susan McLeod, John Bodkin, Ron Doering, 

Jeanne Mueller, John Lor, Kate Beaton, Kirk Dahl,  Jenni Sterling 
  
Members Absent: Meredith Ball 
 
Staff Present:  Jeff Pippenger, Trevor Wittwer, Josh Solinger, Pat Ivory 
 
The meeting was chaired by Joshua Miller at the City’s Central Maintenance Facility Conference 
Room and called to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes:    The minutes of the May 22, 2019 meeting were approved as written. 
 
Business Agenda. 
 

A. Recommendation on naming the Forest Street Special Area as the Veteran’s Tribute Park.  
Jeff Pippenger provided an overview of the request from the Eau Claire Veteran’s group to 
name Forest Street Special Area as Veteran’s Tribute Park.  This request was first submitted to 
the Waterways and Parks Commission on March 27th and the City’s park naming policy calls for 
a 60-day public comment period.  Jeff reviewed the policy and noted that during the comment 
period that the City had received 206 responses, the majority of which supported the name 
change. 
 
Mark Beckfield, representing the Veteran’s Foundation spoke in support of the naming of the 
park.  Mr. Beckfield discussed the proposed development of the facilities for the park and the 
financial commitment of the veteran’s group to pay for the improvements.   He noted that 
there are gardens in other parks and those parks are not named after the gardens. 
 
Tami Schrafnagel, representing the North River Fronts Neighborhood Association indicated 
that the neighborhood had several meetings with the veteran’s group relating to the site plan 
improvements, but that naming the park as Veteran’s Tribute Park was not discussed.  Ms. 
Schrafnagel suggested the name, Forest Street Community Park with the Veteran’s Tribute 
Trail. 
 
Jane Lindblad, representing a POW veteran’s organization spoke in support of the name 
change. 
 
Barb Killen, spoke in support of the name change noting that the veteran’s park improvements 
will enrich the community. 
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Lee Hennick, spoke in support of the name change noting that the level of financial 
commitment of the veteran’s group justified the name change.   
 
Chuck Gable, stated that he was in favor of some form of an amended name for the park that 
recognized both the gardener and veterans groups. 
 
Jo Ellen Burke, stated that she was concerned that this issue was pitting the two groups against 
each other.  She suggested that the two groups meet and discuss possible alternatives. 
 
Deadra Jenkins, indicated that she was a gardener in the park and was delighted to see that the 
veterans group planned to create a tribute walk in the park.  She suggested an alternate name 
for the park “Forest Street Community Gardens and Veteran’s Tribute Park”. 
 
Joe Mauer, stated that he liked the idea of the veterans developing their walk, but calling the 
entire park the Veteran’s Tribute Park would be misleading to the other users of the park.   
 
Brandon Buchanan, stated that the two groups needed to work together to come up with a 
name for the park.  He also suggested that the Commission vote no on the proposed naming. 
 
Andrew Scepitz, also suggested that the Commission vote no on the recommended name and 
that the two groups jointly discuss an agreeable name. 
 
Mark Jackson, suggested an alternate name of “Forest Street Park and Veteran’s Tribute Trail”. 
 
Laura Lepel, spoke in support of the name change. 
 
Sally Johnson, spoke in support of the name change. 
 
Joe Hile, spoke in support of the name change noting that the park will honor and remember 
our veterans. 
 
Kay Olson, spoke in support of the name change. 
 
Angela Deutchlander, spoke in support of the name change noting that the park name would 
create greater awareness of the area. 
 
Brady Buch, spoke in favor of the name change. 
 
Leon Salander, stated that the area should just be called the “Veteran’s Tribute”, omitting the 
word park. 
 
Bonnie Ackley, stated that the veteran’s group followed all the procedures for requesting the 
name change. 
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Patrick Mohr, spoke in support of the name change. 
 
Carrie Kernan, stated that the veteran’s group was a welcome addition to the park, but that 
the two groups needed to discuss an alternate name for the park. 
 
John Arnette, discussed the hardships veterans have experienced, particularly the nation’s 
POWs. 
 
Mike Corrigan, suggested an alternate name for the park, “Veteran’s Tribute Park” that then 
incorporated signage for the Forest Street Garden. 
 
The Commission then discussed the naming request.  Several members noted that the 
veteran’s group had followed the City’s naming policy process and met the criteria of the 
policy.  Others noted that a vote on the renaming was premature as the user groups of the 
park should meet and try to work out a name that both the gardeners and veterans can agree 
with.  Most Commission members noted that it was disappointing that both groups were in 
disagreement as both groups will be an asset to the park and the community. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Ron Doering moved to recommend approval of the name change to Veteran’s 
Tribute Park.  Tom Fiedler seconded the motion.  The motion did not pass with a 3-7 vote with 
Commissioners McLeod, Fiedler, and Doering voting in support. 
 
Susan McLeod then moved that the Commission recommend that the user groups of the park 
consider starting the park naming process over again and that the user groups of the park meet 
to discuss possible names for the park.  Kate Beaton seconded the motion.  The motion carried 
with Ron Doering voting no. 
 
Jenni Sterling left the meeting. 
 
B. Recommendation on Hobb’s Wall Art.  Jeff Pippenger provided an overview of plans to add 
mural wall art to the interior lobby at Hobb’s Ice Arena.  The murals would celebrate the 
history of figure skating and hockey in the Eau Claire area and would feature local skaters in 
the figure skating and hockey programs. 
 
Denny Zacho and Chris Bell were present at the meeting and discussed the murals. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Jeanne Mueller moved to recommend approval of the mural.  John Lor 
seconded the motion.  Jeanne Mueller then moved to amend the motion requesting that the 
City work with the figure skating and hockey groups to try to include some local participants of 
varied diversity in the mural.  Kate Beaton seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  The 
motion carried.  The Commission then voted on the primary motion and it carried 
unanimously. 
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C. Recommendation on Downtown Riverwalk extending from Lake Street to the Pablo Center 
and from South Barstow Street to South Dewey Street.  Trevor Wittwer provided an overview 
of plans to construct sections of the riverfront trail within the Downtown area.  One section 
would be on the east side of the Chippewa River from Lake Street to the north end of the Pablo 
Center and the other section would be on the south side of the Eau Claire River from South 
Barstow Street to South Dewey Street.  The trail sections will be a minimum of 12 feet in width 
with some sections wider as the topography will allow.  The section west of the Pablo Center 
will be 16 feet in width.  Plans will include overlooks at the end nodes of each street.  The trail 
will also extend under the Grand Avenue Bridge.  Trevor noted that the section between 
Farwell Street and Dewey Street will be constructed in 2020 and Engineering will work with the 
library regarding questions raised by the Library Board.  A letter from Bob Eierman, President 
of the Library Board noted that several of the design details still need to be addressed 
regarding the trail design in the area to the north of the library. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  John Lor moved to recommend approval of the construction of the sections of 
the Riverwalk, noting that design details relating to the section north of the library needed to 
be discussed with the Library Board.  Kirk Dahl seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  
Motion carried. 
 
D. Recommendation on trail construction extending from Carson Park Drive west to the City 
parking lot located west of the Menards Tennis Center.  Trevor Wittwer provided an overview 
of the construction of a trail along the south side of Half Moon Lake extending from Carson 
Park Drive west to the City parking lot located west of the Menards Tennis Center.  The trail 
would be 12 feet in width.  Amenities such as fishing pods, a pier abutment, and benches will 
be added if budget allows.  The City’s Comprehensive Plan shows that the trail will eventually 
extend further west and then along the west side of Half Moon Lake to Rod and Gun Park. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Tom Fiedler moved to recommend approval of the trail.  Jeanne Mueller 
seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
E. Recommendation on the stair reconstruction project at Carson Park and west of Birch 
Pavilion.  Trevor Wittwer provided an overview of plans to reconstruct the stairs west of the 
Birch Pavilion within Carson Park.  The existing stairs are in deteriorated condition and have 
been closed to the public.  The replacement stairs will be constructed at the same location as 
the existing stairs and will use decorative concrete formed to look like pillow-cut limestone.  
The existing circular seating area will also be reconstructed.  Conduit for future lighting will also 
be installed. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  John Lor moved to recommend approval of the project.  Ron Doering 
seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
F. Recommendation on 2020-2024 Capital Improvement Plan related the Parks and 
Recreation, Hobb’s Ice Center, and Fairfax Pool.  Josh Solinger provided an overview of the 
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2020-2024 Capital Improvement Plan related to Parks and Recreation, Hobb’s Ice Center, and 
Fairfax Pool.  Josh noted that the plan provided detailed project listings for 2020 and more 
general listings of projects for 2021-2024. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Kate Beaton moved to recommend approval of the 2020-2024 Capital 
Improvement Plan as presented.  Susan McLeod seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor. 
Motion carried. 

 
Other Items. 
-The Commission reviewed the special events listing and Director’s Report.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
Susan McLeod, Secretary 



 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
 
 

 
 

TO:  Jeff Pippenger, Community Services Director 

FROM:  Leah Ness, PE, PTOE, Deputy City Engineer 

DATE:  August 22, 2019 

SUBJECT:  Right-of-Way Vacation of Newton Street, Wilcox Street to the Chippewa River 

 
 
Please place an item on the next Waterways & Parks Commission agenda to discuss and make 
a recommendation on the above-referenced item. 
 
The City received a petition to vacate the above referenced right-of-way. The petition has been 
signed by the owners of all the frontage of the lots and lands abutting the proposed right-of-way 
to be discontinued and by the owners of more than one-third of the frontage of the lots and 
lands abutting the remainder of the right-of-way that lies within 2,650 feet of the ends of the 
right-of-way to be discontinued within the corporate limits of the City of Eau Claire. 
 
The existing Newton Street right-of-way is 66 feet wide and extends west to the east shoreline 
of the Chippewa River. An abandoned storm sewer is located within this right-of-way. A 
separate resolution will include language to release the utility reservation over the vacated right-
of-way as retained by 13.32.010 of the City Code. 
 
City staff is not in support of the proposed street vacation as vacation of the right-of-way would 
limit public access to the Chippewa River.  Key objectives in the City’s comprehensive plan 
include: Objective 3 – Waterfront Access and Trails, of the Parks, Greenways and Trails System 
Plan, which is a part of the City’s Comprehensive Plan. This states that the City should improve 
public enjoyment of rivers and streams in Eau Claire by creating new park land, acquiring 
easements for access and protection of open space, and linking existing parks with paths where 
possible. Additionally, the City of Eau Claire Park & Open Space Plan identifies it should be City 
policy that the City owns waterfront and parkway areas with them being accessible to the 
residents of the area (page 13, 2018-2022, Park, Open Space & Recreation Facilities Plan). 
 
A public discussion is scheduled for the Monday, September 23, 2019, City Council Meeting. A 
resolution for City Council consideration will be placed on the agenda for the Tuesday, 
September 24, 2019, City Council Meeting. 
 
 
Attachments: Map 





August-September 2019 Special Events
Event Date Location

US Open Chainsaw Scultpure Championship 8/1-8/4 Carson Park-Paul Bunyan

Family Night in the Park 8/3 Phoenix Park - all 

Love Eau Claire - Backpack Event 8/5 Phoenix Park

National Night Out 8/6 Owen Park

UnLock the Vote 8/7 Phoenix Park

Tortoise and the Hare 5K 8/8 Boyd Park

Oxbeaux Street Concert 8/10 Downtown EC

Downtown Eau Claire Block Party 8/11 Grand Ave & Barstow St

Zumba in the Park 8/14 Phoenix Pavilion

Eau Claire Team Hope Walk 8/17 Carson Pine

Grand Evening on the Bridge 8/21 Grand Ave Bridge

Dabble Day (was Maker Fest) 8/22 Eau Claire Street

Relay for Life 8/23 Phoenix Park

Downtown EC Triathlon 8/24 Owen Park

Festival in the Pines 8/24 Carson Park

Little Buckshot Run 8/27 Carson Park

Red Cedar Church Community Picnic 8/31 Wilson Park

State Horseshoe Tournament 8/31-9/2 Carson Park

Bucksot Run 8/31 Carson Park

Labor Day Picnic 9/2 Phoenix Park Pavilion

UW Meets EC 9/6 Owen, Phoenix

Husky Invite 9/7 City Wells

Pickleball Palooza 9/7 McDonough Park

UWEC Home Football Games 9/7-11/16 Carson Park

Walk for Life - Apple Pregnancy Center 9/14 Owen Park

Sharing Hope Walk to Prevent Suicide 9/14 Carson Pine

International Fall Festival 9/14 Downtown EC

Altoona Cross Country Invitational Meet 9/19 City Wells

Eau Claire Area Heart Walk 9/21 Carson Pine

Hops for Hockey 9/21 Hobbs O'Brien

Baredfeet Co Dance Company 9/22 Owen Park

Here We Grow Again Sale* 9/27 Hobbs O'Brien

Memorial High School Homecoming Parade 9/27 Carson Oak

After Dark Series: Hogwarts After Dark 9/28 Library

Walk to End Alzheimers 9/28 UWEC/City Trails

Hike for the Homeless 9/28 Phoenix Park Amphitheatre



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 

August 2019 Monthly Report 

 
 

Parks Division  

•    Moved bleachers to football stadium 

•    Painted overlooks and light fixtures on trail adjacent to 7 South Dewey Street 

•    Fence installed at McDonough Park between play equipment and roadway 

  

Forestry Division    

• UPDATE on 7 SOUTH DEWEY:  Tree Savvy finished the first phase of the Eau 

Claire River bank treatment at 7 South Dewey last fall in 2018.   Buckthorn 

compromised 90% of the vegetation removed with Siberian Elm, Boxelder and 

Honeysuckle making up the balance. (Elm and Honeysuckle are both listed in 

Wisconsin as invasive plants.)  Boxelder with poor form, evidence of decay or 

overhanging the trail were also removed.  Some of the Buckthorn were in excess 

of 12-14 inches in diameter.  Stumps were treated to help deter re-sprouting.  

• Foliar spray was applied on June 25, 2019 after new sprouting was evident.   As 

expected a second dose of spot treating will be required as well.   

• Re-planting will be completed in the fall of 2019 when weather remains favorable 

for transplanting.      

• These steps were clearly spelled out in Tree Savvy’s proposal from 2018. 

• Staff continues to work on tree pruning, stump grinding and boulevard 

restoration. 

 

Recreation Division 

•    Akervik Rink floor was poured and is in the process of curing right now.  When 

completed, this floor will likely stay with a permanent ice sheet for the next 

several years without having to be removed due to the heated under floor that will 

prevent permafrost from developing.  We are planning on a ribbon cutting 

sometime in October when the rink opens for use. 

 

Prime Times 

 

The 2019/20 Fall and Winter edition is now available online at 

www.eauclairewi.gov/primetimes  

 

Special Events  

 

The Special Events Committee continues to work with all the groups that conduct events 

within city parks and meets monthly. The group will also review alcohol license 

applications.  

http://www.eauclairewi.gov/primetimes



