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INTRODUCTION 

The City of Eau Claire is pleased to present its fifth Green Tier Legacy Communities (GTLC) 

annual sustainability report. It represents how the City is striving to fulfill its mission “to provide 

for the common good and deliver services essential for a safe, sustainable, and engaged community”. 

The 2016 report is an improvement over our last year’s report and from the baseline year of 

2012, when the City first joined the GTLC program under its Sustainability Charter. We scored  

more points on the Sustainable Strategies Scoresheet than last year.  

The following pages are highlights from various departments and divisions of the City of Eau 

Claire, the employee Green Team and the Advisory Commission on Sustainability. General 

accomplishments of the municipality can be found in the City of Eau Claire’s 2016 Annual 

Accomplishment Report.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images courtesy of Xcel Energy. Before and after photos of a high pressure sodium street light 

retrofit to LEDs. The utility’s city-wide conversion saved the City about $40,000, 900,000 kWhs, 

1 million lbs. of CO2, and reduced light pollution.  
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Sustainable Office Supplies 

BUILD & BUY GREEN 

The City continues to purchase greener supplies and products.  We have been tracking office 

supplies from our vendor for 9 years. The graph shows we hover around half of all products for 

office needs.  Products include paper, files, forms, writing and drafting items, ink, toner, 

furniture, and cleaning supplies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In 2016, we hired a sustainability consultant to 

train 250 staff members on the top things they can 

do to make more sustainable decisions.  

 The City’s Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 

(EPP) Policy, adopted in 2009, has been a guiding 

document to help employees purchase more 

sustainable products. 

 We published throughout the year “Green Tips” to 

empower our employees to act more sustainable. 

 Enacted a Construction and Demolition Waste  

(C&D) purchasing protocol for Municipal 

Buildings. Requirements added to the City’s 

procurement policy for buildings. First recovery 

project on demoed buildings was for the Cannery 

redevelopment district. Ninety-five (95%) of 

material was recovered. 

 Continue to reuse old supplies and equipment or auction them to the general public. 

 Amendments to City Code and administrative procedures for providing street trees with 

new development were approved. 

 Preemptive removal of ash trees in Third Ward Neighborhood. 

 Planted 737 street trees and removed 650 street trees. 
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LAND USE 

As displayed, the city continues to expand, although in 2016 there was relatively little acreage 

added.  Area wise, the city is approaching the size of a square township, being 36 square miles, 

or 6 miles by 6 miles.  The land area contains urban development along with water bodies and 

environmental sensitive areas such as steep slopes and wetlands. The City’s main urban growth 

management strategy seeks compact development. Urban infill projects on Water Street and 

Haymarket Plaza were two examples of adding density to the city. 

 

Major Accomplishments 

 Served the Advisory Commission on Sustainability and assisted on their annual work plan. 

 UWEC art and design students developed materials and branding identity for the 

commission. 

 Ran the inaugural Eau Claire Sustainability Awards program to recognize businesses and 

organizations. There were 12 winners. 

 Completed public market feasibility process and study. A private sector led hybrid market 

was recommended near the downtown farmers market. 

 Health Department led a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) for the Cannery District.  Grant 

looked at health and the built environment.  Continued to develop recommendations 

and learned how to incorporate HIAs into work done in the community.  The Cannery 

HIA team selected five focus areas including housing development, accessibility, 

transportation, trails & parks, safety & crime and social cohesion. 

 Eight (8) new homeowners received rehabilitation loans to rehab their owner-occupied 

residential units, including the abatement of lead in 7 of those units. 

 Fifteen (15) low-moderate income homeowners received HOME Weatherization Grants (8 

- Eau Claire Housing Division and 7 - Western Dairyland). 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The City continues to invest in multi-modal transportation strategies.  Highlights from this year 

demonstrate the commitment to improving transit, bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, as 

well as accommodating vehicles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Transfer Center Site Selection Study was completed and presented to the Transit 
Commission and City Council. 

 Purchased and refurbished 5 used buses to replace 5 older buses that were no longer cost 
effective to repair.  

 Assisted with inspection of site preparation, construction, and final completion of a new 
760-stall, four-level parking facility at the former post office site located on North Barstow 
Street, which continues to have a weekday utilization rate of 75%. 

 Summit Avenue from State Street to Thorp Commons was designed and reconstructed 
consisting of replacement of underground utilities, concrete sidewalk, bituminous 
pavement, pavement marking, and pedestrian scale street lighting in coordination with the 
opening of the Water Street bridge. 
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 Melby Street from Hastings Way to 115th Street, a joint project with the Village of Lake 

Hallie, was designed and reconstructed consisting of construction of storm water facilities, 

concrete curb and gutter, bituminous pavement, pavement marking, and a multi-use trail. 

 Final plans were completed for the design of the Carson Park causeway from W. Grand 

Avenue west into Carson Park. 

 A consultant was retained for conceptual design of the Haymarket Plaza in downtown. 
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ENERGY 

City operations seek to reduce energy consumption despite a growing community. The trend 

line shows energy use can fluctuate yearly.  Much of this is explained by weather patterns, say 

during extreme cold and hot periods. Snow accumulation can also mean higher consumption of 

fuel due to increased plowing. 

 

Major Accomplishments 

 The City has met its renewable energy 25% by 2025 goal for electricity. This is largely thanks 
to our utility providers Xcel Energy and Eau Claire Energy Cooperative. 

 The Chippewa Valley Affordable Solar Group Buy was promoted. 

 Completed a solar access ordinance and developed an education brochure. 

 Promoted Property Assessment Clean Energy leading to Eau Claire County passing 
legislation. 

 Served on statewide PACE commission to market and approve energy and water 
projects. 

 Assisted in lease negotiations and site development/approvals for an Xcel Energy 
Community Solar Garden at Sky Park Landfill. 

 Burned over 20.6 million cubic feet of methane biogas with the methane boiler units at 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

 Reduced natural gas consumption by 87.5% due to biogas boiler utilization at 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

 Reduced electrical costs by $55,384 by utilizing the Kraft biogas engines at Wastewater 

Treatment Plant. 

 Reduced overall electrical costs by 47.6% due to green technologies at Wastewater 

Treatment Plant (see photos on next page). 
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 Installed high-efficiency lights in fleet repair shop.  

 Library replaced  lighting to LEDs in main public areas. 

 Replaced space heaters in the Akervik Rink to improve indoor air quality. 

 Provided funding to the Bolton Refuge House to assist with the cost of installing a new 
heating and cooling system for the shelter. 

 Completed electrical inspection on City's Capital Improvement Projects. 

 Re-lamped lighting on 'S' bridge and trail north of Galloway Street. 

 Built and replaced light heads on Grand Avenue pedestrian bridge. 

 Completed Municipal Carbon Footprint for year 2015. A 13% decline in greenhouse 
gases was seen from our 2011 baseline. 
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WATER 

Eau Claire has abundant water resources, but we continue to seek ways to reduce consumption 

for municipal operations and for the community. 

 

Major Accomplishments  

 Researched water conservation goals for the Advisory Commission on Sustainability. 

 Continued updating the Comprehensive Storm Water Plan. 

 Chaired the Chippewa Valley Storm Water Forum, a group of 17 local jurisdictions working 

together with the DNR and UW Extension on urban storm water runoff issues and 

education in the lower Chippewa River and St. Croix River Valleys.  

 Participated with the Chippewa Valley Storm Water Forum providing educational 

outreach through the Rain to Rivers- Wise Choice for Cleaner Waters, a campaign to 

present runoff water quality enhancement information at over 39 events in the Lower 

Chippewa River Watershed. 

 Participated in the Eau Claire River Watershed Management Plan Advisory Group. 

 Drafted Storm Water Management & Erosion Control Ordinance and presented at open 

houses. 

 Provided administration and oversight of 18 development agreements for public 

infrastructure constructing 2,300 feet of water main, 2,200 feet of sanitary sewer, 3,110 feet 

of storm sewer, and 2,100 feet of public streets. 

 Performed 5,262 analyses of drinking water to ensure that our community's water is safe. 

 Tested recreational water once weekly for bacteria and blue-green algae at 9 different 

beaches to ensure public safety. 

 Completed annual herbicide treatment in Half Moon Lake to control aquatic invasive 

vegetation. 
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WASTE 

The City of Eau Claire operations manages most of its own waste utilizing a garbage truck.  

Facilities have been outfitted with single-stream recycling containers to maximize the amount 

recovered. The City also picks up waste at park sites and other City-owned lands.  

 

Major Accomplishments 

 Forestry staff led the initiative on reuse of the City’s urban street trees. Cost avoidance 

strategy on grinding and the wood goes towards higher value type products. 

 Coordinated many special events including Our City Spring Clean Up. 

 Legal served on a committee that negotiated a joint municipality agreement with 

Advanced Disposal on the Seven Mile  C r e e k  Landfill site. 

 Installed two water bottle fill stations at Hobbs (over 1,200 plastic bottles saved within 

one week of the first installation). 

 The upgraded Waste Water Treatment Facility was featured i n  the Winter issue of The 
Clarifier, a WWOA publication. 

 Facilitated Pack it up, Pass it on (UWEC 
Student Move Out Projects) to support 
community environmental health and 
safety. 

 Diverted all street sweepings again this 
year to Jeffer’s Park site via a DNR 
permit. 

 Created a City partnership with Boxx 
Sanitation to provide consistent compost 
service. Site is located at Jeffers Park. 
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SUSTAINABILITY STRATEGIES 
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