
City of Eau Claire 

Waterways and Parks Commission 
Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

7:00 p.m. 
North Conference Room – City Hall 

 
 

Agenda 
 

I. Approval of minutes from the January 24, 2018 meeting. 

 
II. New Business 

 
a. Certificate of Appreciation – Diane Paulsrud (Jeff Pippenger) 

b. Excess Land for Galloway Street (Kristine Basom) 
c. Fairfax Pool 2017 Report (Chad Duerkop) 

 

III. 2018 Special Events list (Information only) 
 

IV. Directors Report (Information only) 
 

V. Adjournment 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Please call the Recreation Administrative Office 

(839-5033) if you cannot attend this meeting! 
 

"Any person who has a qualifying disability as defined by the Americans With Disabilities 
Act that requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be in accessible location or 
format must contact the ADA Coordinator for the City of Eau Claire, at 839-4921 or at 

203 South Farwell Street by 2:00 PM the Monday prior to the meeting so that any 
necessary arrangements can be made to accommodate each request." 

 

 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE 
WATERWAYS AND PARKS COMMISSION 

 

January 24, 2018 
 
Members Present: Tom Fiedler, Joshua Miller, Meredith Ball, Ron Doering, David Leaman, 

Terry Weld, Susan McLeod, Megan Kremer, Jason Duba, Kate Beaton, 
Jenni Sterling 

  
Members Absent: None 
 
Staff Present:  Jeff Pippenger, Dave Solberg, Dawn Comte, Pat Ivory 
 
The meeting was chaired by Tom Fiedler in the North Conference Room and called to order at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
Election of Officers:  The following officers were selected by the Commission. 

-Chairperson:  Dave Leaman moved to nominate Joshua Miller as Chairperson. Terry 
Weld seconded the motion.  No other nominations were received.  All votes were in 
favor. Motion carried.  
 
Joshua Miller then chaired the meeting. 
 
-Vice Chairperson:  Terry Weld moved to nominate Tom Fiedler as Vice Chairperson.  
Susan McLeod seconded the motion.  No other nominations were received.  All votes 
were in favor. Motion carried.  
-Secretary:  Tom Fielder moved to nominate Susan McLeod as Secretary.  Ron Doering 
seconded the motion.  No other nominations were received.  All votes were in favor. 
Motion carried.    

 
Minutes:    The minutes of the December 6, 2017 meeting were approved as 

written. 
 
New Commissioner: Jenni Sterling was welcomed to the Commission. 
 
Business Agenda. 
 
A. Recommendation on an application to rezone land located west of the Northwest 
Community Park and a preliminary plat for Camden Place.  Pat Ivory provided an overview of 
a request for rezoning of land west of the Northwest Community Park from R-1A to R-1P and R-
2P and a preliminary plat that would create 67 residential parcels.  Twenty-eight lots would be 
for single-family and thirty-nine lots would be for duplexes or twin homes.  Three of the lots 
would accommodate existing homes.  The preliminary plat proposes an east-west public street 
(Daisy Lane) that would extend to the City’s park and provide a connection to Jeffers Road.  
Three outlots would be created along the eastern side of the development abutting the park.  
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These outlots would be used for storm water facilities and are within an existing Xcel Energy 
electric transmission line easement. 
 
Pat reviewed the concept plan for the development of the community park that was developed 
several years ago which included a public access from Jeffers Road in the general location as 
proposed with the preliminary plat.  Staff anticipates that the right-of-way labeled as Daisy 
Lane would serve as this primary public street access to the park, therefore there is a need for 
the width of the right-of-way to accommodate a pedestrian/bicycle pathway from Jeffers Road 
east to the park.  
 
Pat discussed the general concept plan for the park and noted that as specific plans for the 
park are proposed, such plans will be forwarded to the Commission for comment.  
 
Cody Filipczak, the applicant, spoke in support. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:   Tom Fielder moved to recommend approval of the rezoning and preliminary 
plat noting that the City Engineering Department should work with the applicant to ensure that 
adequate right-of-way is provided to accommodate a bicycle/pedestrian pathway connection 
to the park.  Jason Duba seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
B. Recommendation on an application to rezone land located southeast of Sundet Road and 
Robin Road with a site plan for an existing park and storm water retention basin and a 
proposed dog park.  The City of Eau Claire is initiating the rezoning of City-owned property 
located to the southeast of Sundet Road and Robin Road from R-2, I-1, and I-2 to Public to 
allow a dog park.  This includes a site plan for the existing neighborhood park and storm water 
retention basin and for the proposed dog park.  The City approved the neighborhood park and 
retention basin back in 2001 with a conditional use permit and the rezoning of a portion of the 
park.  The zoning for the south portion of the park remained industrial at that time as a portion 
of the park was within a tax increment district, which didn’t allow a zoning change.  That tax 
increment district has since expired. 
 
The dog park consists of approximately 9.2 acres with the overall park approximately 11.4 acres 
in size.  The dog park would be located to the east of the neighborhood park and be divided 
into two areas.  The larger area (8.2 acres) would accommodate larger dogs and a smaller area 
(1 acre) would be designed for smaller dogs.  Each of these areas would include a trail along 
the perimeter and would be fenced with a 6-foot chain link fence.  A pet watering station and 
leash transition area would also be provided.   
 
The existing parking lot along Robin Road would be increased in size with the addition of 11 
parking spaces.  Approximately 8 spaces are currently available. 
 
Jeff Pippenger noted that a portion of the larger dog park area will be within a storm water 
retention area.  The City Engineering Department has consulted the DNR regarding the use of 
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the retention area as a dog park and the use is permitted.  Jeff also noted wood chips would 
not be used as the surface for the perimeter trail. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Ron Doering moved to recommend approval of the rezoning and site plan.  
Meredith Ball seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
C. Recommendation to amend the ordinance for Mobile Food Establishments.  Jeff Pippenger 
provided an overview of an amendment to Chapter 13.12 that would allow mobile food 
establishments into several additional parks.  Boyd, Half Moon Lake, Lakeshore, and 
McDonough Parks would be added in accordance with the general provisions of the chapter 
and Newell, Kappus, Cameron, Mitscher, Demmler, and County Farm Parks would be added, 
but with restrictions of being on Thursdays between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
The Commission indicated their support for expanding the provisions of allowing mobile food 
establishments in the City’s parks.  They also noted that the vendors should be encouraged to 
provide menu options at lower prices such as $2.50 or under to make the food affordable for 
more families.  It was also suggested that additional picnic tables should be made available at 
the parks where the mobile food establishments are allowed.  Finally, Commission members 
felt that the Thursday limitation was quite restrictive and should be available all days of the 
week. 
 
Aaron Salmon, spoke in support of the ordinance change and agreed that the mobile food 
establishments should not be limited to just Thursdays. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Tom Fiedler moved to recommend approval of the ordinance amendment, 
but suggested that the mobile food establishments be allowed all days of the week.  In 
addition, the Parks Division should make sure that adequate picnic tables be provided at the 
parks in question and that vendors be encouraged to provide some economical food options.  
Ron Doering seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
D. Recommendation on Site Plan for the Haymarket Plaza Park and Bridge Improvements.  
Dave Solberg reviewed the final site plan for the Haymarket Plaza park project.  Dave had 
attended the Commission’s December and June meetings to provide updates on proposed 
designs for the project.  He also reviewed designs for the pedestrian bridge crossing the Eau 
Claire River to the north, which is part of the site plan.  Construction of the park improvements 
and bridge are planned to begin in the spring with completion by Labor Day. 
 
Aaron Salmon questioned where the bicycle parking would be located.  It should be added 
before the design is finalized so that it is not added as just an afterthought.  He also suggested 
that the trail along riverfront that connects the trail extending east along the Eau Claire River 
and south along the Chippewa River be highlighted in some fashion such as using concrete 
stamping as it passes through the Haymarket Plaza Park.  Finally, pedestrian access and 
circulation to the site at the intersection of Eau Claire Street and Graham Avenue was a 
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concern.  Aaron noted that he would like to have the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory 
Committee also review the site plan.  This committee meets on February 20th. 
 
The distance between the proposed bridge and the Barstow Street Bridge was discussed (name 
of person – not known).  This person questioned whether there was a need for the pedestrian 
bridge. 
 
Mike Brown, from the Chippewa Valley Astronomical Society expressed concerns about lighting 
and encouraged the City to incorporate dark sky lighting principles as much as possible. 
 
Commission members discussed the project and had a number of questions for Dave.  In 
particular, they discussed the pedestrian circulation and access from the Eau Claire 
Street/Graham Avenue intersection.  It was also noted that benches with back supports should 
be provided within the plaza. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Terry Weld moved to recommend approval of the site plan for the park and 
bridge.  Megan Kremer seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
E. Recommendation on Parks and Recreation System Master Plan.  Dawn Comte presented 
the Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  Dawn indicated that the plan combines several existing 
documents related to the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department.  Susan McLeod had 
questions regarding community input from surveys that had been conducted in recent years.  
Susan suggested that the plan discuss the differing survey methods used in the two community 
surveys. 
 
ACTION TAKEN:  Ron Doering moved to recommend approval of the master plan.  Meredith 
Ball seconded the motion.  All votes were in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Other Items. 
-The Commission reviewed the special events listing and Director’s Report. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. with a photo taken of the Commission. 
 
 
 
Submitted by, 
Susan McLeod, Secretary 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Recognition for Service 

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  February 28, 2018 
 
From:  Jeff Pippenger 
 
Description:  Certificate of Appreciation – Diane Paulsrud 
 
Location: N/A 
 
Background: Diane Paulsrud joined the Waterways and Parks Commission in January, 
2012.  During her tenure on the committee she served as Vice Chair from 2014 to 2015 
and as Chair from 2016 through 2018.  
 
Justification: We would like to recognize and thank Diane Paulsrud for her service on, 
and contributions to, the Waterways and Parks Commission by presenting her with a 
Certificate of Appreciation.  
 
Proposed Location: N/A 
 
Facilities Features: N/A 
 
Storm Water: N/A 
 
City of Eau Claire Park and Open Space Master Plan: N/A 
 
City Comprehensive Plan: N/A 
 
Financial: N/A 
 
LAWCON: N/A 

 
 

 









 
STAFF REPORT 

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
 
From:  Kristine Basom, Budget Analyst 
 
Agenda Item: Recommendation on declaration of excess land for property located at 0 
Galloway Street. 
 
Property Owner: City of Eau Claire 
 
Surrounding Land Use: 
Large section of parcel: North: Galloway Street and Birch intersection 
         East: Chippewa River 
         South: Rail and vacant 
         West: Heavy Industrial/vacant  
 
Small section of parcel: North: Assisted living/vacant/office building 
                   East: Chippewa River 
                   South: River Prairie Drive 
                   West: Galloway Street and Birch intersection 
 
Area: 
Large section of parcel: 8.2 acres 
Small section of parcel: 1.3 acres 
 
Existing Zoning: 
Large section of parcel: Heavy Industrial 
Small section of parcel: Heavy Industrial 
 



 

 
 MEMORANDUM FINANCE DEPARTMENT  
 
Date: February 12, 2018 
 
To: Dale Peters, City Manager 
 
From: Kristine Basom, Budget Analyst 
 
cc: Jay Winzenz, Steve Nick, Dave Solberg, Jeff Pippenger, Darryl Tufte 
 
Subject: 0 Galloway Street Excess Land Report 
 

 
In July of 1979, the City purchased 0 Galloway Street for $60,000 from Northern States Power 
Co. City Council requested staff review city-owned property and determine if it’s necessary to 
retain. Staff believes this parcel is no longer necessary.   
 
The attached report regarding the potential disposition of land located at 0 Galloway Street has 
been prepared under the Policy for Disposal of Land. With your approval, the report will be 
referred to the Waterway and Parks Commission at their meeting on February 28, 2018 
requesting a recommendation to the City Council regarding action to be taken for declaring the 
property to be excess land. 
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PARCEL NO. 
10-1161-A 

PROPERTY ADDRESS 
0 Galloway Street 

CURRENT ZONING 
The property is currently zoned I2 Heavy Industrial District 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
Will be provided with CSM. 
 
PARCEL SIZE 
Large section – 8.2 acres 
Small section – 1.3 acres 
 
HOW ACQUIRED 
This parcel was acquired from Northern States Power in 1979. 

REASON FOR DISPOSITION 
This property was identified by staff as excess as part of a review of city-owned property. 

WHY ACQUIRED 
Unknown 

ACQUISITION COST  
$60,000 

CURRENT USE 
Vacant 

RESTRICTIONS/COVENANTS 
None 

COST TO MAINTAIN 
Mowing 

ENVIRONMENTAL OR OTHER LIABILITIES 
Phase I environmental study was completed in 2009 and Phase II environmental study was 
completed in February of 2013.  

NEEDED FOR CONTINUATION OF BASIC MUNICIPAL SERVICES? 
This property is not needed for the continuation of basic municipal services.  

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 
Southern part of the parcel (larger section) would be best used for a residential or 
commercial/mixed use development. 
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Northern part of parcel (smaller section) would be best used for a multi-family residential.  

HIGHEST AND BEST USE IF DEVELOPED OR SOLD 
The Highest and best use for the southern part of the parcel is for Commercial or mixed use. The 
Highest and best use for the northern part of the parcel is for multi-family. 

ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE 
According to the City Assessment office the value for the southern part of the parcel of land is 
estimated between $350,000-$500,000 and the northern part of the parcel of land is estimated 
between $80,000-$100,000. 

TAX VALUE ANALYSIS 
The sale of these parcels may increase the assessed land value of the southern part of the parcel 
by $350,000-$500,000 and the northern part of the parcel by $80,000-$100,000. 

PREFERRED METHOD OF DISPOSAL IF SOLD 
City would send out a request for proposals. With City Council’s approval of development 
agreement property would be sold by Warranty Deed. 

CONSEQUENCES OF DISPOSAL 
No operating consequences are foreseen.  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Property line 

                Buildable land 

                Land required for storm water easement and land retained by the City for the detention pond 

                Land retained by the City for trail purposes 



PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

PROJECT NAME: Park and Recreation System Master Plan 

 
To:  Waterways and Parks Commission 
 
Date:  Wednesday, February 28, 2018 
 
From:  Chad Duerkop 
 
Description:  Fairfax Pool 2017 Final Report 
 
Location: Fairfax Pool 
 
Background: Annually, staff puts together a statistical summary of the Fairfax Pool 
season.  The summary includes financial, safety, and attendance information.  This is 
an informational report with no action required. 
 
Justification: Allows staff to properly analyze and manage the facility on an annual 
basis.  Reporting this to Waterways and City Council allows for transparency and an 
update on a city enterprise fund. 
 
Proposed Location: Fairfax Pool 
 
Facilities Features: N/A 
 
Storm Water: N/A 
 
City of Eau Claire Park and Open Space Master Plan: N/A 
 
City Comprehensive Plan:  N/A 
 
Financial: N/A 
 
LAWCON: N/A 

 

 



















Polar Plunge for Special Olympics 2/25 Half Moon Lake Beach 10am 1,000

Shamrock Shuffle 3/10 UWEC Campus 10am 1,000

Chippewa Valley Easter Egg Hunt 3/31 Carson Park 9am 900

 Waterways and Parks Commission / 2018 Special Event Information

Newly added events are highlighted in yellow.

Event Name Event Date Location Time
 Estimated 

Attendance 



CITY OF EAU CLAIRE COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PARKS, RECREATION AND FORESTRY 

February 2018 Monthly Report 
 

  
 
Carson Park Main Playground 
The East half of the playground has been installed, and the remainder will be 
completed in the spring of 2018.   
 
Fairfax Pool 
The construction of the addition of the first aid room and manager’s office 
continues.  The footings have been poured and the walls have been constructed.  
The project is expected to be completed by May 1. 
 
Forestry Division   
Emerald Ash Borer has been officially discovered in the City of Eau Claire.  We 
will continue our preemptive Ash removals in targeted neighborhoods, which 
currently are East of Rudolph Road to Fairfax Street and South of Mitscher Street 
to Interstate 94.  Additionally, we are continuing our neighborhood pruning 
operations, which is in the Third Ward neighborhood. 
 
We will be facilitating a chain saw safety clinic with employees from other 
divisions.  The intent is to cross train employees in Parks, & Streets Divisions in 
further preparations for emerald ash borer impact on city trees. 
 
Parks Division 
All outdoor rinks have been operating at full capacity.  Cold temperatures allowed 
for plenty of ice building this year.  Typically we see the outdoor skating season 
winding down about mid-February.  We will continue to flood rinks as long as 
weather permits.       
 
Cross country trails have been groomed and tracked, however, recent warm 
temperatures and lack of snow have left trails in fair to poor conditions.  
 
Park staff have been making progress removing invasive vegetation (buckthorn) 
in several park areas.        
 
Prime Times 
The Fall and Winter 2017-2018 edition is available in print, or can be found online 
at www.eauclairewi.gov/primetimes.  In addition, the Summer 2018 edition has 
recently been posted online and registration will begin in early April. 
 
Special Events  
The Special Events Committee continues to work with all the groups that conduct 
events within city parks and meets at least monthly. The group will also review 
alcohol license applications.  

http://www.eauclairewi.gov/primetimes
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