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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“WEIGHING IN” ON EAU CLAIRE COUNTY’S HEALTH
Eau Claire County Community Health Improvement Meeting

EAU CLAIRE, Wis. — Collaboration, Empowered, Inspired, Hopeful, and Impressive---these
were a few of the words participants used to describe the Community Health Improvement
Meeting that took place on March 14™. More than 90 community members participated in a 2 ¥
hour meeting that was focused on reviewing Eau Claire County community health assessment
data and determining community health priorities for action over the next 5 years.

The Healthy Communities Council hosted this event — a group of individuals and organizations
that have provided leadership in the county for the past 17 years on health initiatives. The Eau
Claire City-County Health Department, Mayo Clinic Health System, and Sacred Heart Hospital
sponsored this event and Eau Claire City Council Member, Catherine Emmanuelle, was the
facilitator.

“It was an inspiring evening with passion, commitment, and community engagement,” says
Lieske Giese, Eau Claire City-County Health Department director. In the end, three health focus
areas were selected for action planning — Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Use, and
Chronic Disease Prevention and Management/Physical Activity.

All community members are invited to attend Community Health Improvement Meeting Part 2:
Creating an Action Plan meeting from 6 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, April 4th, at the RCU Corporate
Building, 200 River Front Terrace, Eau Claire River Room, first floor. Community members will
begin developing collaborative action plans to address the three chosen health focus areas.
Register online for the meeting at:_tinyurl.com/ec-community-health.

For more information, contact Gina Nielsen, Health Educator at 715 839-4718 or
gina.nielsen@co.eau-claire.wi.us.
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“Public Health is what we, as a society, do collectively to assure the conditions in which people can be healthy.”
Institute of Medicine, 1988
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