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Date: 03/31/11          Dispatch Time:   16:55 Incident Number:  11-1902  

  

Location: 900 West Clairemont Ave.   Sacred Heart Hospital  

 

Incident type:              Fire     Hazardous Materials    Mass Casualty      

             Auto Casualty     Other        

 

Alarms:  1
st
 Alarm     2

nd
 Alarm    3

rd
 Alarm     Special Call For an additional engine.  

 

Engine(s) Responding:  4  Rescue/Medical vehicle(s):   2  

 

Command Vehicle(s):  3      Number of Personnel Responding:  17 

 

Injuries:  Civilian(s) 0  Firefighter(s): 0 

 

Transported by Ambulance:    Yes (number      )     No    Where:         

 

Fatalities:    Yes (number      )   No      

 

Evacuation:    Yes   No     Comments: Evacuated floors during fire.  

 

Relocation:    Yes   No     Note:        

 

Mutual Aid:  Given       Received  (units)                   N/A  

 

Business Name:  Sacred Heart Hospital  

Occupant Information 

 Name:              

Address: 900 West Clairemont Ave 

    Eau Claire,  WI  54701 

 

Phone:    715-839-4121         

 

Property Owner Information 

Name:   Same  

Address:       

         

                                                                                                     

Phone:          

 

Structure Type:  Multi story fire resistive   Area of Origin:   Room 422  

    

Under Investigation:   Yes    No  By Whom:       

 

Probable Cause: Unknown at this time.  

 

Damage Estimate: 25,000.00    (structure & contents) 

 

Narrative – See next page  
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Narrative:   
At 16:55 hours the Eau Claire Fire Department was dispatched to a sounding fire alarm at 

Sacred Heart Hospital. Shortly after dispatch we were advised there was a fire on fourth 

floor.  Battalion One asked to fill out a 1
st
 alarm structure fire assignment for the incident. 

This brings in additional rigs and personnel.  Additional information indicated a working 

fire on the 4
th

 floor and a second alarm was struck at that time.  

 

Sacred Heart Hospital is a multi story building that is termed "fire resistive" construction.  

This construction type provides very limited fire travel out of the room of origin or floor 

to floor.  It also is a sprinklered structure.  Initially it was reported the sprinkler had 

operated but later investigation indicated it had not due to the fact the fire did not 

generate enough heat to activate a spinkler head.  

  

Early arriving crews removed additional equipment off the engines, including additional 

air tanks, hose packs, tarps and tools then reported to the fire floor via stairwells.  Once at 

the 4
th

 floor crews were met with moderate smoke conditions.  Staff at Sacred Heart 

Hospital were actively evacuating patients on this floor as well as 3
rd

 and 5
th

 floors.  

 

Crews found a fire in room 422 and it was extinguished quickly with hose lines tied into 

the sprinkler system.  The fire was placed under control at 17:32 hours though it took a 

bit longer to evacuate smoke from 4
th

 and 5
th

 floors.  Smoke on 5
th

 floor was minimal.   

 

It was reported to Command that a few patients had been sent to the Emergency Room 

for evaluation.  However, prior to all units clearing the scene all patients were back in 

their rooms.   

 

The cause of the fire is unknown at this time and is being investigated by ECFD fire 

inspectors.   There were no other injuries to report.   

 

Sacred Heart staff did an excellent job evacuating patients and isolating sections of the 

hospital and these actions minimize exposure to other patients and staff.     

 
 

 

Officer: Battalion Chief Kim Nessel  

Eau Claire Fire Department    

 

 


