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Community Partners Form Action Team to Promote Healthy, Positive Relationships 

 
 

Eau Claire, WI, October 28
th

, 2015 – Everyone is positively impacted by a lifetime of healthy, positive 

relationships. Eau Claire Healthy Communities recently re-energized an effort to address the increasing severity 

of intimate partner violence in our community. Members of Bolton Refuge House, Eau Claire City-County 

Health Department, Family Support Center of Eau Claire, Planned Parenthood and community neighbors have 

joined forces to form the an action team under Eau Claire Healthy Communities working to address the issues 

of intimate partner violence through the promotion of healthy relationships.  

 

 Intimate partner violence affects millions of Americans each year. The term "intimate partner violence" 

describes physical violence, sexual violence, stalking and psychological aggression (including coercive acts) by 

a current or former intimate partner. This type of violence impacts people of every race, gender, age, and 

income level. In 2012, 521 incidents of domestic violence were reported to Eau Claire law enforcement. Since 

2009, incidents of domestic violence reported to Eau Claire law enforcement have increased by 11%.  This does 

not include those incidents that were not reported, which sadly is a common occurrence.  Statewide, there has 

been a 5% increase in reported sexual assaults and rape incidents from 2009 to 2010. Survivors of intimate 

partner violence not only suffer directly from these experiences, but afterwards they often report significant 

long and short term health effects.   

 

This Healthy Communities action team was recently selected to participate in 

the Healthy Wisconsin Leadership Institute Community Teams Program, a 

year-long leadership training program that will prepare the team to engage 

residents on solving the tough issues of intimate partner violence and sexual 

violence.  “We are excited to take what we learn through this program to work 

with the community and start the conversation about how we can 

collaboratively prevent violence.” says Nick Zupan, Action Team Member 

and Community Teams Program participant. 

 

The Community Teams Program is funded through the Wisconsin Partnership 

Program. The team will receive training and technical assistance from the UW 

School of Medicine and Public Health (UW SMPH) in building stronger 

community partnerships, implementing sustainable change strategies and 

measuring their own success from national and state experts.  

 

---See infographic on next page--- 
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